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he Athletes in Action (AIA) International wrestling
team had an amazing trip to Mongolia last summer.
The team was made up of AIA staff member, Steve
Burak and his son, Nathan Burak (a senior at
Coronado High School in Colorado Springs),  myself
(AIA director of wrestling),  Steven Suder (former

AIA wrestler and former coach and current student advisor at
the University of Wyoming), Michael Schnaidt (AIA intern), and
Tyler French (2010 Air Force Academy Graduate and wrestler).
The team members joined long-time AIA wrestling staff, Steven
Barrett, and his wife, Cindi, who are living and working in
Mongolia for two years and  Suhkee and his wife Jaggi (our new
AIA Mongolian staff).

The main mission of our time was a wrestling camp for a week.
After spending a day at the Mongolian national tournament in
Erdenet, doing outreach and exposure, we loaded a bus in Ulaan
Baataar with 50 coaches and wrestlers and eagerly set off for the
camp.  It was a “short” eight hour bus ride through the pictur-
esque countryside to the  remote setting for our camp.   We
picked up more wrestlers and coaches all along the way.
Wrestlers came from China (Inner Mongolia) Russia, Mongolia
and the USA.  It was truly an international experience for all sev-
enty of us.

Before our camp, our team spent time
with Steven Barrett and Suhkee at their
local apartment planning for the sport
and spiritual content of the camp.   At
the camp, each day after practice, we
had fifteen minutes to share spiritual
applications with the wrestlers.  The last
night of camp we showed the JESUS
FILM.

Our days were spent with wrestling
and group activities like soccer, frisbee
football, American football and even
swimming in the Selenge River.
Everyone participated and thoroughly
enjoyed being introduced to the
American sports of football and frisbee!

Each evening two Young Life staff (who work in Mongolia with
Campus Crusade for Christ) helped with our evening program
and they did a fantastic job.  

It was a great camp! The wrestling technique, cultural and spir-
itual experiences were thoroughly enjoyed by all and AIA is
planning to go back again in June of 2011 to continue this great
adventure.
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AIA wrestling team with the wrestlers at the Mongolian Wrestling Camp.

Steve Suder, Steve Barrett, Nathan Burak,
Subkee, Gene Davis, Steve Burak and a local
in front of a Mongolian ger.
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