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W R E S T L I N G  U S A  M A G A Z I N E

or the fifth time in the 15-year history of AAU Scholastic Duals (a.k.a.
Disney Duals), the Middle Atlantic Wrestling Association’s Blue
Team captured the District All-Star Division national title. In the
championship finals, the MAWA Blue team, runner-up in 2010,
defeated in-state rival Keystone Brawlers to claim gold medal, 28-18.  

The two team advancing to the championship finals boasted plenty of
Pennsylvania state and national prep school placewinners on their respec-
tive rosters. The MAWA Blue team had a pair of state champions and one
national prep school champion on its team while the Brawlers one national
prep school champion and two Pennsylvania state finalists.

The two teams traded decisions in the meet first four bouts, but MAWA’s
strength in the middle weights led the team to the championship in the 47-
team field. 

The Brawlers grabbed the early lead in the meet when Darian Cruz,  third
in the PIAA Class AA state meet, topped Class AAA state champion Billy
Rappo in the 103-pound bout, 3-1. MAWA Blue took a 7-3 lead when Evan
Botwin majored Vito Pasone, 11-2, and Devon Lotito blanked Corey Bush, 5-
0, at 112 and 119 respectively. Pennsylvania state runner-up Randy Cruz
defeated Justin Staudenmayer in the 125-pound bout, 5-1.

The Brawlers grabbed its final lead of the meet when Dylan D’Urso edged
Scott Wolfington in the 130-pound bout, 5-3. The win by D’Urso, a three-
time Pennsylvania state placewinner, gave the Brawler team a 9-7 lead after
five matches.

MAWA Blue ”iced” the meet by winning five of the next six matches to
forge an insurmountable 22-9 lead. State third place finisher Matt Cimato
opened the middleweight run, blanking Class AA state runner-up Austin
Matthews at 135, 3-0. The Henderson twins – Robert at 140 and Evan at 145
– earned regular decision wins against Jacob Schultz and Jayson Wilson
respectively.  Shane Springer, a 2010 Pennsylvania
state runner-up, temporarily stopped the MAWABlue
roll with a 5-2 victory over Bret Harner at 152, but John
Michael Staudenmayer, a PIAA Class AAA state
champion, earned a clutch overtime win over
National Prep School champion Bobby Burg at 160, 3-
1. Austin Coniker, a state placewinner, finished the
MAWA Blue’s domination, defeating Elliot Riddick at
171, 3-1.

The Brawlers made it interesting with a pair of one-
point victories at 189 and 215 respectively.
Pennsylvania state runners-up Josh Popple earned a
hard-fought win over Mike Mirra at 189 before Tyson
Searer scored a late reversal and near fall to defeat Joe
Stolfi  at 215, 5-4, tightening the team score to 22-18.

With a forfeit victory in hand at 285, the MAWABlue
team claimed its fifth national title and first in four
years.  The MAWA team captured four consecutive
District Division titles from 2004 to 2007.

MAWA Blue’s road to the 2011 championship was
not an easy one. In the District Division the team met
Michigan Blue team in the quarter-final match-up,
defeating last year’s third place team, 50-6. In the
semi-finals, the MAWA team defeated Team Diesel,
the 2009 and 2010 national champions, 42-12.

The Keystone Brawlers advanced to the title match
with a hard-fought 37-17 victory over the Samsons in
the semi-final match.

Team Diesel defeated the Samson team in the 3rd
place consolation meet, winning 42-24. Team Diesel
trailed their Ohio opponents 15-6 after six bouts, but
rallied to win six of the final eight bouts to claim the
bronze medal match.

MAWA Blue’s Evan Henderson was voted the tour-
nament’s Outstanding Wrestler after finishing unde-
feated throughout the meet.  Samsons’ Dennis Heil
was selected the tournament’s Technically Superior
wrestler by a vote of the officials. 

In the 16-team Developmental Division, Premium Pride defeated the
Florida Jets in the championship meet, 54-13, while the Missouri Select team
edged the South Dakota White team in the bronze medal match, 38-35.

In the Community Division I, Falcon Blue captured the 2010 national title,
defeating Moeller High School in the championship final match, 30-26. The
two teams each claimed seven bouts apiece, but the Falcon Blue earned three
falls in the first four bouts to jump to a 18-3 lead and went on to claim the
team title. Moeller finished second for the second consecutive year, losing to
the Lake Gibson Braves team in the title meet.

Moeller’s Dakota Sizemore was voted the Division I Outstanding Wrestler
while Penn Xtreme Gold’s Tanner Lynde was voted the meet’s Technically
Superior Wrestler.

Orange County WC was voted to receive the 2011 AAU Scholastic Duals
Sportsmanship Award.

In the Community Division 2 championships, the third rematch between
the finals teams proved to be the charm for the Dakota Wrestling Club.   

After losing consecutive championship final match-ups to Yorktown
Wrestling Club in 2009 and 2010, the Dakota WC finally took the measure of
Yorktown, 35-29.

Amazingly, Dakota WC trailed Yorktown, 29-12, with four bouts remain-
ing, but Dakota picked up a technical fall and three first period pins to pull
out the victory and capture the national title.

Yorktown captured both the wrestler final awards as Devon Jackson was
voted the Outstanding Wrestler and Chandler Carroll was voted the
Technically Superior Wrestler of the Division II tournament.

The Williston Coyotes team was selected to receive the Sportsmanship
Award for 2011.
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