quickness and is an unorthodox grappler
with great scrambling ability. He placed sec-
ond at the 2002 National High School
Seniors Championships and was the 2002
Ohio state champion for Akron St. Vincent-
St. Mary High School.

Three premier young wrestlers are Mitch
Mueller, Vincent Ramirez, and Cesar
Grajales. Mueller is a tremendously talented
redshirt freshman destined for future star-
dom. He had a stellar prep career at power-
ful Iowa City West High School, winning an
Iowa state title, a Junior National Freestyle
Championships crown, a runner-up per-
formance at the Cadet National Freestyle
Championships, and compiling an overall
win-loss record of 177-7. A clever, hard-
working grappler, Mueller knows what it
takes to be successful. Ramirez took second
at the Atlantic Coast Conference
Championships and was a three-time North
Carolina state champion for well-respected
Durham Riverside High School. Grajales
excels both athletically and academically
and is a takedown specialist with a wide
arsenal of moves. He had an exemplary prep
career at Brandon High School, claiming
four Florida state titles, a Junior National
Greco-Roman Championships title, and
compiling an overall win-loss record of 181-
2 with 97 falls.

Others who will battle for national expo-
sure include 2003 National High School
Championships winner Manual Rivera,
2005 Atlantic Coast Conference champion
Charlie Pinto, previous three-time New York
state champion Ryan Needle, PAC 10
Conference Championships placer Kyle
Larson, 2005 NCAA qualifier Tim Harner,
former two-time New Jersey state placer
Bryan Heller, Colonial Athletic Association
runner-up Chris Renninger, 2006 NCAA
qualifier Ryan Williams, 2004 Ohio state
champion Albert Madsen, previous four-
time Missouri state champion Keith Dickey,
former three-time Wisconsin state champion
Jordan Crass, 2005 West Regional placer
Garrett Desmond (Wyoming), previous two-
time Colorado state champion Kenny
Hashimoto (Northern Colorado), 2003
California state runner-up Pat Payne
(Arizona State), and former four-time South
Dakota state champion Dan Bonte (South
Dakota State).

149 POUNDS

Defending NCAA champion Dustin
Schlatter put on a spectacular performance
in winning the National Championship at
this weight class last year. Only a sopho-
more, Schlatter displays unbelievable focus,
composure, and determination. He possess-
es elite-level technique and competes with a
smooth, flowing style. The reigning Big 10

2006 NCAA Division | Semifinals 149 Ibs. - Dustin
Schlatter, Minnesota, decisioned Matthew Storniolo,
Oklahoma, 5-1. Photo by G. Wyatt Schultz.
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Conference Championships
Schlatter had a legendary prep career that
included four Ohio state titles, a National
High School Seniors Championships crown,

champion,

two Cadet National Freestyle
Championships titles, a Junior National
Greco-Roman Championships crown, a
Junior National Freestyle Championships
title, and an overall win-loss record of 155-4.

All-Americans Matt Storniolo, Gregor
Gillespie, and Jeff Ecklof are exceptional
wrestlers looking to reach the NCAA finals
opposite Schlatter. Storniolo placed second
at the Big 12 Conference Championships
and is an exciting, untraditional grappler
who thrives in scramble situations on the
mat. He was the 2002 Pennsylvania state
champion for State College High School.
Gillespie seized top honors at the Eastern
Wrestling League Tournament and is a sen-
sational sophomore destined for greatness.
A persistent wrestler with a variety of skills
at his disposal, both on his feet and on the

mat, Gillespie enjoyed a fine prep career at
Webster Schroeder High School, winning
two New York state titles and accumulating
on overall win-loss record of 232-11. Ecklof
finished sixth at the 2004 NCAA
Championships and is a multi-dimensional
performer with great athleticism. He had a
sterling prep career at Northampton High
School, claiming two Pennsylvania state
titles, a National High School Seniors
Championships crown, and compiling an
overall win-loss record of 153-20. An electri-
fying grappler with great explosiveness,
Ecklof is a confident competitor who can pin
with real abandon.

Matt Dragon, Tyler Turner, Tyler Sherfey,
Troy Tirapelle, Trevor Chinn, Robert
Sanders, Aaron Martin, David Jaurequi,
Morgan Atkinson, Carter Downing, Andrew
Schlaffer, Ryan Hurley, and Joe Caramanica
are wrestlers to watch in this division.
Dragon was victorious at the EIWA
Championships and is exceedingly strong
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and powerful. He won a Pennsylvania state
title while in high school and placed second
at the 2005 Junior National Freestyle
Championships. Turner exudes confidence
on and off the mat and has tremendous lead-
ership capabilities. He took second at the
2002 Junior National Freestyle
Championships and is a former two-time
Wisconsin state champion. Sherfey missed
All-American status by one match last sea-
son after a runner-up performance at the
PAC 10 Conference Championships. Only a
sophomore, Sherfey may move up to the
157-pound classification. He had an exem-
plary prep career at Kamiakin High School,
winning two Washington state titles, a
National High School Seniors
Championships crown, and amassing  an
overall win-loss record of 141-12. Tirapelle is
an immensely gifted performer with the
potential for stardom. He had an illustrious
prep career at Clovis High School, winning
three California state titles and accumulat-
ing an overall win-loss record of 198-16. The
brother of former Illini and 2001 National
Champion Adam, Tirapelle is a smart
wrestler with a technical superiority seldom
seen. Chinn placed second at the EIWA
Championships and is a multi-talented stu-
dent/athlete. He had a fine prep career at
Canandaigua Academy, claiming two New
York state titles and accumulating an overall
win-loss record of 230-22. Sanders captured
two Utah State Championships for his
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father, Bob, at San Juan High School and
should not be underestimated. Martin is a
creative performer who excels in the advan-
tage position. He was the 2003 Ohio state
champion for Watkins Memorial High
School. Jaurequi placed third at the Eastern
Wrestling League Tournament and is a for-
mer California state runner-up. Atkinson
took fourth at the PAC 10 Conference
Championships and is displaying real
progress. Downing won a Wyoming state
title while in high school and is the defend-
ing West Regional champion. Schlaffer cap-
tured the Atlantic Coast Conference
Championships in convincing fashion and is
a previous Maryland state champion. He
moves well on his feet and can generate
huge offensive outbursts. Hurley comes
from an exceptional wrestling family and is
a fearsome competitor with excellent agility
and quickness. He was the 2001 Ohio state
champion for Akron St. Vincent-St. Mary
High School. Caramanica enjoyed a sterling
prep career at perennially strong Nazareth
High School, claiming two Pennsylvania
state titles and compiling an overall win-loss
record of 141-27. He is solid on his feet, on
the mat, and defensively.

Four gifted redshirt freshmen with impact
potential are Matt Coughlin, Cyler
Sanderson, Dan Vallimont, and Clay Tucker.
Coughlin is a takedown specialist with the
ability to attack the legs or go upper body.
He had a superb prep career at Mater Dei

#170101
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High School, winning two Indiana state
titles, a Junior National Freestyle
Championships crown, a National High
School Seniors Championships title, and
accumulating an overall win-loss record of
178-4 with 125 falls. Sanderson comes from a
highly decorated wrestling family and is
superior on his feet with great motion and
technique. He had an exemplary prep career
at Wasatch High School, winning three Utah
state titles, a National High School Seniors
Championships crown, a Junior National
Freestyle Championships title, and compil-
ing an overall win-loss record of 176-8.
Vallimont is a physical, entertaining per-
former with extensive high school accolades.
He had a prolific prep career at Jefferson
Township High School, winning two New
Jersey state crowns and compiling an overall
win-loss record of 134-9. Tucker won an
Ohio state title while in high school and is a
clever, methodical wrestler who shines in
the advantage position with a myriad of
rides and pinning combinations. He looked
terrific en route to a runner-up performance
at the 2005 National High School Seniors
Championships.

Others who will provide plenty of compe-
tition include EIWA Championships placer
John Cox, 2005 Southern Conference cham-
pion Levi Duyn, 2005 Maryland state cham-
pion Mike Kessler, three-time West Virginia
state champion Mitch Smith, former NCAA
qualifier Anthony Constantino, Mid-
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American Conference Championships run-
ner-up Brandon Carter, 2004 National High
School Championships winner Jordan Leen,
2005 NCAA qualifier Mark Cartella, previ-
ous two-time Iowa state champion Charlie
Ettelson, former two-time Kansas state
champion Joseph Cornejo, 2004 California
state champion Ryan Williams, and previous
two-time Ohio state champion Jason
Johnstone (Ohio State).

157 POUNDS

Brian Stith begins as the favorite after his
impressive runner-up NCAA performance
last year. A former Virginia state champion,
Stith is an outstanding athlete with immense
physical talents. He was selected as the Most
Outstanding Wrestler at the 2005 Pac 10
Conference Championships and was tri-
umphant at the 2002 National High School
Seniors Championships.

All-Americans Trent Paulson, Eric
Tannenbaum, and Brandon Becker are
multi-talented two-time All-Americans with
NCAA championship intentions. Paulson
seized top honors at the Big 12 Conference
Championships and is an excellent position
wrestler who excels on his feet and in the
advantage position. He had an exciting prep
career at Lewis Central High School, win-
ning two Iowa state titles, a Junior National
Greco-Roman Championships crown, a run-
ner-up performance at the National High
School Seniors Championships, and an
amazing overall win-loss record of 192-2.
Tannenbaum is a crowd-pleasing favorite
who competes with an entertaining, go-for-
broke style. He enjoyed an illustrious prep
career at Naperville North High School,
claiming three Illinois state championships,
two Junior National Freestyle Champion-
ships titles, a Cadet National Freestyle

2006 NCAA Division | Semifinals 157 Ibs. - Brian Stith,
Arizona State, decisioned Derek Zinck, Lehigh, 5-3.
Photo by G. Wyatt Schultz.
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Championships crown, a Cadet National
Greco-Roman Championships title, and an
awesome overall win-loss record of 176-1.
Becker won a New Jersey state title while in
high school and is a never-give-in type per-
former capable of accomplishing big things.

Two additional All-Americans with deco-
rated backgrounds are Craig Henning and
Chris Horning. Henning, a former two-time
Wisconsin state champion, looked terrific en
route to a first-place performance at the 2002
Junior National Freestyle Championships
and was a second-place finisher at the 2004
National High School Seniors Champion-
ships. He gives his opponents difficulty with
his great reach and leverage. There is a pos-
sibility that Henning will redshirt this sea-
son. If he does, look for University of
Wyoming transfer Dan Clum to replace him
admirably in the Badger line-up. Clum is the
reigning West Regional champion. Horning
is an unorthodox, hard-working grappler
with good hips and balance. He placed sec-

ond at the New York State High School
Championships as a senior and as a sopho-
more, and third as a junior.

Mike Poeta, Andrew Flanagan, C.P.
Schlatter, Will Rowe, Travis Piccard, Matt
Kocher, Michael Chandler, Nathan
Galloway, and Zac Fryling have competed
successfully at the collegiate level and
should not be underestimated. Poeta is a
strong, agile grappler with a tremendous
work ethic. He showcases a variety of tech-
niques and is extremely poised and confi-
dent. Only a sophomore, Poetta had a ster-
ling prep career at Highland Park High
School, winning two Illinois state titles, a
National High School Seniors Champion-
ships crown, a first-place performance at the
Junior National Freestyle Championships,
two Cadet National Freestyle Champion-
ships titles, and an overall win-loss record of
175-5 with 96 falls. Flanagan is a whirlwind
performer with loads of ability. He was vic-
torious at the EIWA Championships and
was a two-time New Jersey state champion
for Bound Brook High School. Schlatter had
one of the most prolific prep careers in the
history of the sport, winning four Ohio state
titles, a National High School Seniors
Championships crown, a Junior National
Freestyle Championships title, two Cadet
National Freestyle Championships crown, a
Cadet National Greco-Roman Champion-
ships title, and an overall win-loss record of
165-1. Incredibly strong and muscular,
Schlatter seized top honors at the Big 10
Conference Championships and is hard to
contain with his awesome combination of
power and quickness. Rowe is a proven
winner with excellent fundamentals and
aggressiveness. He was a two-time Texas
state champion for Arlington Lamar High
School. Piccard, a previous three-time
Michigan state champion, was triumphant
at the 2005 Southern Conference
Championships and is a fierce competitor
who likes to push the action. Kocher has a
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lot of experience and will wrestle a series of
steady bouts. Chandler placed fourth at the
Big 12 Conference Championships and is a
former Missouri state runner-up. Galloway
had an exceptional prep career at State
College High School, winning three
Pennsylvania state titles, a National High
School Seniors Championships crown, a
Cadet National Freestyle Championships
title, a Cadet Greco-Roman Championships
crown, and amassing an overall win-loss
record of 136-10. He has displayed flashes of
brilliance and is very good on his feet.
Fryling is enormously strong and powerful
and was a two-time Pennsylvania state
champion for North Penn High School.

Two exciting redshirt freshmen with a
great amount of promise are Ryan
Morningstar and Chris Brown. Morningstar
had a sensational prep career at Lisbon High
School that included three Iowa state titles
and an overall win-loss record of 163-4 with
106 falls. He knows what it takes to be suc-
cessful and is a consistent winner with a
complete understanding of the sport. Brown
possesses superb athletic ability and incor-
porates a nice blend of speed and power. He
was a two-time Virginia state champion for
Great Bridge High School.

Darkhorse contenders include Colonial
Athletic Association champion James

Strouse, previous two-time Oklahoma state
champion Newly McSpadden, Eastern

165 POUNDS

TOP CHALLENGERS:

2. Mike Patrovich (Hofstra)
Deonte Penn (Edinboro)
Travis Paulson (lowa State)
Eric Luedke (lowa)

Matt Pell (Missouri)

Nick Baima (Northern lowa)
Pat Pitsch (Arizona State)
Steve Luke (Michigan)

10 Johnny Galloway (lllinois)

11. Steve Anceravage (Cornell)
12. Marc Harwood (Nebraska)
13. Max Dean (Indiana)

14. Donnie Jones (West Virginia)
15. Mike Miller (Central Michigan)
16. Rocky Cozart (Michigan State)

FORECASTED CHAMP: JOHNY HENDRICKS (OKLAHOMA STATE)

17. Jarrod King (Oklahoma)

18. Jake Donar (Wisconsin)

19. Seth Garvin (TN-Chattanooga)
20. Mitch Kuhiman (Minnesota)

21. Tyler Tisdell (George Mason)
22. Aric Fuhrman (Bloomsburg)

23. Greg Hagel (Northwestern)

24. Ben Fiacco (North Carolina)
25. Keith Gavin (Pittsburgh)

26. Zach Shanaman (Pennsylvania)
27. Ryan Cunningham (Rider)

28. Mark Friend (Penn State)

29. Mike Galante (Lehigh)

30. Dustin Noack (UC Davis)

31. Sherwood Fendryk (Sacred Heart)
32. Brian Perry (Stanford)

Wrestling League Tournament placer Matt
Hill, former NCAA qualifier Dave Miller,
Mid-American Conference champion Kurt
Gross, 2004 Ohio state champion Marcus
Effner, Colonial Athletic Association runner-
up Ryan Hluschak, Atlantic Coast
Conference champion Kody Hamrah,
Southern Conference champion Jake Yost,
former four-time Nebraska state champion
Chris Oliver, previous two-time Nevada
state champion Chase Pami, former two-
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time Pennsylvania state champion Scott
Rendos, previous three-time Washington
state champion Kyle Bounds (Oregon), and
2005 National Junior College champion
Chase Walker (Northern Colorado).

165 POUNDS

Two-time defending NCAA champion
Johny Hendricks is the prevailing figure at
this classification. A three-time All-
American, Hendricks constantly presses the
action on the mat and competes with a flam-
boyant, crowd-pleasing style. He had an
exemplary prep career at Edmond Memorial
High School, winning three Oklahoma state
titles, two Junior National Freestyle
Championships crowns, and compiling an
overall win-loss record of 142-4. Exceptional
on his feet, Hendricks is an extremely hard
worker with a reputation as a pinning spe-
cialist.

All-Americans Mike Patrovich, Deonte
Penn, Travis Paulson, Eric Luedke, and Matt
Pell are rugged individuals who will con-
tend for a spot in the NCAA finals opposite
Hendricks. Patrovich won the Colonial
Athletic Association in convincing fashion
and was the 2001 New York state champion
for Islip High School. A multi-dimensional
performer with great explosiveness,
Patrovich was an impressive winner at the
2001 National High School Seniors
Championships. Penn placed fourth nation-
ally last year and is an exciting, thrill-a-
minute grappler who can pin with real aban-
don. He was victorious at the 2004 Eastern
Wrestling League Tournament and is a pre-
vious Ohio state runner-up. Paulson show-
cases an excellent work ethic and has a vari-
ety of skills at his disposal, both on his feet
and on the mat. He had a sterling prep
career that included three Iowa state titles, a

lowa City, IA — 125 Ibs. Coleman Scott, Oklahoma State
decisioned Lucas Magnani, lowa, 4-3. Photo by John
Johnson.
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Junior National Greco-Roman Champion-
ships crown, and an overall win-loss record
of 174-3. Luedke is a hard-driven competitor
with a strong will to succeed. A two-time
National Junior College champion, Luedke
became only the 42nd wrestler in 41 years of
the NJCAA to become a double champion.

Nick Baima, Pat Pitsch, Steve Luke,
Johnny Galloway, Steve Anceravage, Marc
Harwood, Max Dean, and Jarrod King are
formidable grapplers who will challenge for
All-American accolades. Baima has a vast
amount of experience and is improving all
the time. He is the defending West Regional
champion. Pitsch seized top honors at the
PAC 10 Conference Championships and is
exceedingly strong and powerful. He was a
two-time Washington state champion for
Spanaway Lake High School and was twice
honored as the Most Untouchable Wrestler
in the state of Washington. Luke had an
exemplary prep career at Massillon Perry
High School, winning three Ohio state titles,
a National High School Seniors
Championships crown, a runner-up finish at
the Junior National Freestyle
Championships, and an overall win-loss
record of 155-14 with 65 falls. A dynamic
performer with a tremendous work ethic,
Luke is a phenomenal technician with
extraordinary enthusiasm for the sport.
Galloway was victorious at the Mid-
American Conference Championships and
is a former three-time Iowa state champion.
Anceravage placed second at the EIWA
Championships and was the 2004
Pennsylvania  state  champion  for
Bloomsburg High School. Harwood cap-
tured a pair of Minnesota state titles for
Jackson County High School and is a good
upper body wrestler. Dean took fifth at the
Big 10 Conference Championships and is a
smart wrestler who finds all kinds of ways
to win. King secured a pair of Pennsylvania
state titles for Connellsville High School and
was victorious at the 2004 Junior National
Freestyle Championships. He will be chal-
lenged by Fresno State University transfer
Shane Seibert to keep his spot in the Sooners
line-up. Seibert, a former California state
runner-up, is an excellent all-around
wrestler with an impressive mix of balance,
strength, and quickness.

Three redshirt freshmen with a great
amount of promise are Donnie Jones, Mike
Miller, and Rocky Cozart. Donnie Jones is
the younger brother of former three-time
West Virginia University NCAA champion
Greg Jones. A previous two-time Pennsyl-
vania state champion, Donnie Jones is
exceptionally poised and confident and pos-
sesses a myriad of techniques. Miller had a
terrific prep career at Uniontown Lake High
School that included three Ohio state titles
and an overall win-loss record of 164-11 with
95 falls. He is a versatile athlete who uses
tremendous conditioning and stamina to his
advantage. Cozart is a punishing, physical
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grappler with several moves that result in
quick falls. He had an outstanding prep
career at Brandon High School, claiming
three Florida state titles, a Junior National
Greco-Roman Championships crown, and
an overall win-loss record of 176-4 with 109
falls.

Others to watch include previous four-
time Alabama state champion Seth Garvin,
NCAA qualifier Jake Donar, former three-
time Minnesota state champion Mitch
Kuhlman, Colonial Athletic Association run-
ner-up Tyler Tisdell, Eastern Wrestling
League Tournament placer Aric Fuhrman,
2004 National High School Seniors
Championships placer Greg Hagel, former
three-time Georgia state champion Ben

Fiacco, NCAA qualifier Keith Gavin, and
former three-time South Dakota state cham-
pion Nate Althoff (South Dakota State).

174 POUNDS

Defending national champion and NCAA
Championships Most Outstanding Wrestler
Ben Askren is the unanimous favorite at this
classification. One of the nation’s most excit-
ing and dynamic performers, Askren has the
expertise of adjusting well to the many dif-
ferent strategies that his opponents attempt.
He thrives for the fall and possesses a com-
plete enjoyment of the sport. Undefeated
last year at 44-0, Askren had a sensational
prep career at Arrowhead High School, win-
ning two Wisconsin state championships, a
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Junior National Freestyle Championships
title, a runner-up finish at the National High
School Seniors Championships, and an
overall win-loss record of 150-8 with 70 falls.

All-Americans  Mark  Perry, Matt
Herrington, James Yonushonis, and Matt
Palmer are formidable grapplers who will
provide principal competition to Askren.
Perry placed second at the Big 10
Conference Championships and is a two-
time All-American. Unbelievably intense
and determined, Perry is a flashy, gifted
wrestler who thrives in going for big moves
and the pin. He had a stellar prep career at
Blair Academy, claiming two National Prep
Championships crowns, a National High
School Seniors Championships title, a run-
ner-up performance at the Junior National
Freestyle Championships, and accumulat-
ing an overall win-loss record of 161-6.
Herrington placed second at the EIWA
Championships and is a technically sound
wrestler with a high percentage of falls. He
had a spectacular prep career at LaSalle
Institute, winning two New York state titles,
a Junior National Greco-Roman
Championships crown, a Cadet National
Greco-Roman Championships title, and an
amazing overall win-loss record of 243-9.
Yonushonis can be devastating at times and
is a hard-working wrestler with a good vari-
ety of offensive and defensive moves.
Palmer is a fine competitor who knows how
to win through a nice combination of great
physical tools and analytical skills. He cap-
tured a pair of National Prep
Championships titles and was victorious at
the 2002 National High School Seniors
Championships.

Ken Cook, Brandon Mason, Donnie
Reynolds, Kurt Brenner, Gabe Dretsch,
Blake Maurer, Josh Weitzel, Brandon

2006 NCAA Division | Semifinals 174 Ibs. - Ben Askren,
Missouri, technical fall Michael Patrovich, Hofstra, 21-6;
7:00. Photo by G. Wyatt Schultz.

page 22

Sinnott, Nick Roy, Joe Lowe, David Helfrich,
and Alton Lucas will be top challengers for
All-American honors. Cook won a
California state title while in high school and
is the defending Pac 10 Conference
Championships champion. He was an
impressive winner at the 2001 National
High School Seniors Championships and is
very focused and aggressive. Mason is a
punishing rider who owns a wide range of
pinning combinations. He had an exception-
al prep career at Lewis Central High School,
winning three Iowa state titles, a Cadet
National Freestyle Championships crown,
and amassing an overall win-loss record of
195-2 with 123 falls. Reynolds is an aggres-
sive attacker and his pursuit of the pin
makes him a real crowd favorite. He cap-
tured a pair of Illinois state crowns for
Providence Catholic High School. Brenner
was triumphant at the Eastern Wrestling
League Tournament and can be an over-
whelming force on the mat. He enjoyed a

prolific prep career at Freedom High School,
winning three Pennsylvania state titles, a
Cadet National Freestyle Championships
crown, a runner-up finish at the Junior
National Freestyle Championships, and
accumulating an overall win-loss record of
151-13 with 61 falls. Dretsch placed fourth at
the Big 10 Conference Championships and
was the 2003 Minnesota state champion for
Frazee High School. Maurer is a methodical
takedown specialist who offers an impres-
sive mix of quickness, aggressiveness, and
tenacity. He had a legendary prep career at
Mater Dei High School, winning four
Indiana state titles and compiling an overall
win-loss record of 187-2 with 117 falls.
Weitzel is a premier transfer from the
University of Michigan. He has great hips
and power and is experienced at different
wrestling styles. Sinnott won the Mid-
American Conference Championships in
real style and was the 2003 Michigan state
champion for Allen Park High School. Roy
fashioned an outstanding prep career at Wall
High School, winning two New Jersey state
titles and accumulating an overall win-loss
record of 124-9. He is a versatile athlete who
can make things happen on the mat. Lowe
seized top honors at the Southern
Conference Championships and is a former
Florida state champion. Helfrich placed
fourth at the EIWA Championships and was
the 2002 Oregon state champion for Sweet
Home High School. Lucas won a pair of
New York state titles while in high school
and is an incredible athlete with a sensation-
al blend of speed and explosiveness.

Others with the ability to surprise include
Mid-American Conference runner-up Aaron
Miller, Colonial Athletic Association runner-
up Doug Umbehauer, PAC 10 Conference
placer Nick Hernandez, Atlantic Coast
Conference champion Alex Maciag, 2005
West Regional champion Alex Dolly, 2004
NCAA qualifier Nick Hayes, 2001
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Pennsylvania state champion Francis
Iorfido, 2003 Arizona state champion Joey
Hooker, Eastern Wrestling League
Tournament placer Derrick Morgan, 2003
Ohio state champion David Bertolino, previ-
ous two-time Nebraska state champion
Brandon Browne, former two-time
Colorado state champion Shawn Hart
(Northern Colorado), and previous Oregon
state champion Ronnie Lee (Oregon).

184 POUNDS

This is a competitive classification that fea-
tures a pair of returning NCAA runners-up.
They are Jake Herbert and Roger Kish.

Herbert put on an exciting performance en
route to a second-place national finish last
year at 174-pounds. A two-time All-
American, Herbert is a physical force on the
mat capable of ending matches in a hurry
with his prolific pinning skills. He had a fine
prep career at North Allegheny High School,
winning a Pennsylvania state title, a runner-
up performance at the National High School
Seniors Championships, a third-place finish
at the Junior National Freestyle
Championships, and compiling an overall
win-loss record of 138-18 with 87 falls.

Kish has big-time point-producing skills
and is a powerful individual who really
shines on his feet. An exceptional all-around
athlete, Kish was victorious at the Big 10
Conference Championships at this weight
class last season prior to a second-place

2006 NCAA Division | Championships 165 Ibs. -
Mazaffar Abdurakmanov, American University deci-
sioned Eric Luedke, lowa, 8-6. Photo by John Sachs.

NCAA performance He enjoyed a legendary
prep career at Lapeer West High School,
winning four Michigan state titles, a Junior
National Freestyle Championships crown, a
National High School Seniors
Championships title, a Cadet National
Greco-Roman Championships crown, and
accumulating an overall win-loss record of
25720

Josh Glenn, Raymond Jordan, Vince Jones,
Alex Clemsen, Christian Sinnott, Tyrel Todd,

Joe Rovelli, Louis Caputo, Rocco Caponi,
Chance Litton, and Joe Williams are multi-
talented performers with tremendous back-
grounds. Glenn, a former New York state
champion, earned All-American honors last
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year with an impressive fourth-place nation-
al performance. He seized top honors at the
EIWA Championships and is an exciting,
flamboyant grappler with a reputation as a
pinning specialist. Jordan won three North
Carolina state titles while in high school and
is a sensational sophomore with extraordi-
nary talent. Jones is a highly touted grappler
with enormous strength and power. He was
a two-time New Jersey state champion for
Winslow Township High School. Clemsen
took second at the Eastern Wrestling League
Tournament and was a four-time state
medalist and three-time Missouri state
champion for Moberly High School. Sinnott
placed second at the Mid-American




Conference Championships and is solid and
dependable. Todd had a stellar prep career
at Bozeman High School, claiming three
Montana state titles, a National High School
Seniors Championships crown, and amass-
ing an overall win-loss record of 132-5 with
82 falls. He is a tenacious individual who
competes with a battling, physical style.
Rovelli has captured two consecutive
Colonial Athletic Association titles and is
capable of scoring big points. Caputo is a
gifted student/athlete with great character
and work habits. He had an exceptional
prep career at Blue Springs High School,
winning three Missouri state titles, a Junior
National Freestyle Championships crown, a
Junior National Greco-Roman Champion-
ships title, a Cadet National Greco-Roman
Championships crown, and accumulating
an overall win-loss record of 164-14. Caponi
is a true warrior who finds all kinds of ways
to win. He won an Ohio state title while in
high school and was victorious at the 2004
Junior National Freestyle Championships.
Litton is an athletic sophomore with a great
future ahead. He had an exemplary prep
career at Parkersburg High School, winning
a West Virginia state title, a National High
School Seniors Champion-ships crown, and
compiling an overall win-loss record of 157-
16 with 69 falls. Williams, a fierce pinner,
fashioned an impressive prep career at
Calvary Chapel High School that included
two California state titles and an overall
win-loss record of 163-8 with 100 falls.

Five elite redshirt freshmen with expecta-
tions of greatness are Mike Pucillo, Jake
Varner, Rickey Scott, Mike Ward, and Chad
Beatty. Pucillo possesses tremendous knowl-
edge of the sport and is proficient in differ-
ent wrestling styles. He had a sterling prep
career at Walsh Jesuit High School, winning
an Ohio state title, a National High School
Seniors Championships crown, and compil-
ing an overall win-loss record of 160-23 with
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73 falls. Varner is a crushingly strong indi-
vidual who can pin with real abandon. He
enjoyed a highly decorated prep career at
Bakersfield High School, claiming two
California state titles, a runner-up finish at
the National High School Seniors
Championships, and accumulating an over-
all win-loss record of 157-10 with 132 falls.
Scott won a pair of New York state titles for
Valley Central High School and is incredibly
athletic and intense. Ward is enormously
strong and agile and was a two-time Ohio
state champion for Mayfield High School.
Beatty captured a pair of Iowa state titles for
Wilton High School and should not be over-

looked by anyone.
Others who will battle for national expo-
sure include PAC 10 - Conference

Championships placer Tyler Bernacchi, 2005
Pennsylvania state champion Josh Arnone,
Eastern Wrestling League Tournament plac-
er Mike Heist, Atlantic Coast Conference

champion  Jeremy  Colbert, 2005
Pennsylvania state runner-up Justin
Terhune, 2005 National Prep

Championships winner Colin Hitschler,
2005 Delaware state champion Mike Miller,
2003 California state champion Yuri Kalika,
and 2006 National Junior College
Championships winner Josh Edmondson.

197 POUNDS

Seven formidable All-Americans return
and they are led by the defending NCAA
runner-up Phil Davis. A two-time All-
American, Davis stays active and has a good
array of takedown moves at his disposal. He
was triumphant at the Big 10 Conference
Championships and is an accomplished
freestyle and Greco-Roman competitor with
great strength and quickness.

All-Americans Jerry Rinaldi, Joel Flaggert,
and Chris Weidman finished fourth, fifth,
and sixth respectively at last year’s NCAA
Championships and will provide quality

competition to Davis. Rinaldi placed second
at the EIWA Championships and was the
2003 New Jersey state champion for Lodi
High School. He is capable of scoring big
points with his pursuit of the pin. Flaggert is
a lightening quick upper weight with excep-
tional leg attacks. He was the 2003
Oklahoma state champion for Choctaw
High School and is a two-time All-
American. Weidman won a New York state
title while in high school and was a two-time
National Junior College All-American for
Nassau Community College. He owns
uncanny scrambling ability and can pin
opponents in a variety of ways.

Three other All-Americans are Wynn
Michalak, J.D. Bergman, and Kurt Backes.
Michalak, a two-time All-American, has cap-
tured two consecutive Mid-American
Conference Championships titles and excels
both academically and athletically. He had a
stellar prep career at Caro High School,
claiming two Michigan state titles and accu-
mulating an overall win-loss record of 232-8
with 187 falls. Bergman looked terrific en
route to a third-place performance at the
2004 NCAA Championships and is an elec-
trifying performer with excellent pin pro-
duction. He had a sensational prep career at
Oak Harbor High School, winning two Ohio
state championships, a Junior National
Freestyle Championships title, two Junior
National Greco-Roman Championships
crowns, a runner-up performance at the
National High School Seniors
Championships, and an overall win-loss
record of 128-13 with 80 falls. Backes was
victorious at the Big 12 Conference
Championships at 184-pounds and is a spe-
cial talent with great athleticism. He had an
exceptional prep career at Blair Academy,
winning three National Prep
Championships titles, a Cadet National
Freestyle Championships crown, a runner-
up performance at the National High School
Seniors Championships, and compiling an
overall win-loss record of 161-18.

Mike Tamillow, Nathan Moore, Matt
Monteiro, Dallas Herbst, Darren Burns,
Ryan Goodman, Matt Cassidy, Matt Koz,
and David Dashiell will be fine candidates
for All-American status. Tamillow placed
sixth at the Big 10 Conference
Championships and is a former Illinois state
runner-up. He has displayed flashes of bril-
liance and could be a real surprise this year.
Moore won a pair of Indiana state titles
while in high school and moves well on his
feet. Monteiro took second at the PAC 10
Conference Championships and is a good
athlete with great strength and balance.
Herbst is an outstanding sophomore with a
tremendous amount of potential. He was a
two-time Wisconsin state champion for
Winneconne High School. Burns is the two-
time defending Southern Conference cham-
pion. He has the unique ability to score a lot
of points in a short amount of time.
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285 POUNDS

TOP CHALLENGERS:

Bode Ogunwole (Harvard)

Kirk Nail (Ohio State)

4. Spencer Nadolsky (North Carolina)
5. Dustin Fox (Northwestern)

6. Ty Watterson (Oregon State)

7. Dave Herman (Indiana)
8
9

SEN

Jon May (Nebraska)

. Payam Zarrinpour (Sacred Heart)
10. Adam LoPiccollo (American)
11. Andy Patrick (Boise State)
12. Mike Spaid (Bloomsburg)
13. Rashard Goff (Cleveland State)
14. Tyler Rhodes (Northern lowa)
15. Matt Fields (lowa)
16. Jared Roshalt (Oklahoma State)

FORECASTED CHAMP: COLE KONRAD (MINNESOTA)

17. Ramel Meekins (Rutgers)

18. Jermail Porter (Kent State)

19. Paul Weibel (Lehigh)

20. Chris Cowen (Drexel)

21. Mike Maresh (North Dakota State)
22. Zach Sheaffer (Pittsburgh)

23. Jeremy Mosley (Edinboro)

24. Bubba Gritter (Central Michigan)
25. Kyle Massey (Wisconsin)

26. Jed Wade (Columbia)

27. Aaron Anspach (Penn State)
28. Michael Sprigg (Army)

29. David Zabriskie (lowa State)

30. Adam Cooney (Pennsylvania)
31. Chris Kasten (Purdue)

32. Tyler Rees (Rider)

Goodman was victorious at the Atlantic
Coast Conference Championships and is a
phenomenal athlete who wears down his
opposition with his wide-open offensive
style. He had a prolific prep career at
Absegami High School, winning two New
Jersey state titles and compiling an overall
win-loss record of 145-9. Cassidy seized top
honors at the EIWA Championships and
was the 2002 Pennsylvania state champion
for Plum High School. Koz is an elite trans-
fer from the University of Minnesota. He
had a magnificent prep career at St. Edward
High School, winning three Ohio state titles,
a National High School Seniors
Championships crown, a first-place per-
formance at the Junior National Freestyle
Championships, and compiling an overall
win-loss record of 156-12 with 93 falls.
Dashiell, a former two-time Virginia state
champion, has a resume filled with success.
He looked terrific on his way to a champi-
onship performance at the 2002 National
High School Seniors Championships.

Three premier redshirt freshmen with
huge amount of promise are Max Askren,
Patrick Bond, and Hudson Taylor. Askren,
the younger brother of NCAA champion
Ben Askren, wrestles fearlessly and has a
passion for winning. He had an excellent
prep career at Arrowhead High School that
included a Wisconsin state title and an over-
all win-loss record of 168-11 with 106 falls.
Bond is an immensely gifted athlete who
competes with a smooth, flowing style. He
enjoyed a legendary prep career at Great
Bridge High School, claiming four Virginia
state titles, a Junior National Freestyle
Championships crown, a Cadet National
Freestyle Championships title, and amass-
ing an overall win-loss record of 195-8 with

2006 NCAA Division | Semifinals 174 Ibs. - Jake
Herbert, Northwestern, decisioned Mark Perry, lowa, 9-
3. Photo by G. Wyatt Schultz.
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92 falls. Taylor is a versatile, creative per-
former who can come out on top from seem-
ingly impossible situations. He had a stellar
prep career at Blair Academy, winning three
National Prep Championships titles, a Cadet
National Freestyle Championships crown,
and accumulating an overall win-loss record
of 128-19 with 73 falls.

Others who will provide first-rate compe-
tition include previous two-time Colorado
state champion Reece Hopkin, 2004
Pennsylvania state champion Jon Oplinger,
Eastern Wrestling League Tournament
champion Jared Villers, Colonial Athletic
Association placer T.J. Morrison, former
three-time Ohio state champion Chris Hahn,
Eastern Wrestling League Tournament run-
ner-up Joe Fendone, 2005 National Junior
College champion Yuri Malamura, previous
three-time Texas state champion Clay

Kehrer, West Regional placer Andrew
Anderson, Southern Conference runner-up
Mark Thompson, former Minnesota state
champion Jacob Bryce (North Dakota State),
2005 South Dakota state champion Tyler
Sorenson (South Dakota State), and Big 10
Conference Championships placer Daniel
Erekson (Iowa).

285 POUNDS

Defending national champion Cole
Konrad is the dominant figure at this weight
class. A three-time All-American, Konrad is
an overpowering wrestler who competes
with a brawling, physical style. He was vic-
torious at the Big 10 Conference
Championships and finished last season
with a perfect 38-0 record. A clever individ-
ual with a strong willingness to learn,
Konrad was the 2002 Wisconsin state cham-
pion for Freedom High School.

All-Americans Bode Ogunwole and
Kirk Nail are exceptional grapplers looking
to reach the national finals opposite Konrad.
Ogunwole was triumphant at the EIWA
Championships and is a deceptive per-
former who is extremely quick and agile. He
enjoyed a sterling prep career at
Georgetown Preparatory School, winning
two National Prep Championships titles,
two Maryland state crowns, and amassing
an overall win-loss record of 171-20 with 132
falls. Nail is an enormously strong individ-
ual who does not give up any easy points.
He finished second at the 2004 National
High School Seniors Championships and
was a two-time state placer for Hilliard
Davidson High School.

Spencer Nadolsky, Dustin Fox, Ty
Watterson, Jon May, Payam Zarrinpour,
Andy Patrick, Mike Spaid, Rashard Goff,
Tyler Rhodes, Matt Fields, and Jared Roshalt
are formidable wrestlers with hopes of
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national prominence. Nadolsky placed sec-
ond at the Atlantic Coast Conference
Championships and is a previous Michigan
state champion. Fox took third at the Big 10
Conference Championships and is an excit-
ing grappler with a flair for the dramatic.
Watterson finished second at the PAC 10
Conference Championships and was the
2002 Washington state champion for
Enumclaw High School. He will be chal-
lenged by 2004 NCAA qualifier Jamie
Rakevich to keep the starting position in the
Beavers line-up. A former two-time
Washington state champion, Rakevich is
capable of big offensive outbursts and likes
to go for the fall. May had a fine prep career
at Hutchinson High School, winning a
Minnesota state title, a Cadet National
Freestyle Championships crown, and com-
piling an overall win-loss record of 159-21
with 99 falls. He can wear down his opposi-
tion with his constant pursuit of points.
Zarrinpour seized top honors at the Colonial
Athletic Association and is an entertaining
performer who utilizes several moves that
result in quick falls. Patrick placed third at
the PAC 10 Conference Championships and
was the 2003 Idaho state champion for
Meridian High School. Spaid is a former
Cadet National Freestyle Championships
runner-up and the defending Eastern
Wrestling League Tournament champion.
Goff is incredibly strong and muscular and
capable of greatness. He was a two-time
Florida state champion for Brandon High
School. Rhodes won two straight National
Junior College Championships crowns for
Northwest Junior College and is an active
wrestler with excellent pin production.
Fields won three Iowa state titles while in
high school and is exceedingly determined
and powerful. He most likely will redshirt
this season. Jared Roshalt is an immensely
gifted redshirt freshman destined for star-
dom. He is the younger brother of
Oklahoma State University three-time
NCAA champion Jake Roshalt. Big, strong,
and highly motivated to succeed, Jared
Roshalt won two state championships each
in the states of Idaho and Oklahoma.

Other top-8 hopefuls include Big 10
Conference Championships placer Dave
Herman, EIWA Championships placer
Adam LoPiccollo, 2005 NCAA qualifier
Ramel Meekins, Mid-American Conference
Championships runner-up Jermail Porter,
2006 NCAA qualifier Paul Weibel, Colonial
Athletic Association placer Chris Cowen,
2004 Minnesota state champion Mike
Maresh, 2005 Eastern Wrestling League
Tournament champion Zach Scheaffer , for-
mer three-time Michigan state champion
Bubba Gritter, previous two-time Minnesota
state champion Kyle Massey, 2005 New

2006 NCAA Division | Semifinals 174 Ibs. - Ben Askren,
Missouri, technical fall Michael Patrovich, Hofstra, 21-6;
7:00. Photo by John Sachs.
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Jersey state champion David Zabriskie, and
former two-time Indiana state champion
Chris Kasten.

TOP 55 TOURNAMENT TEAMS

1. MINNESOTA - The Golden Gophers
captured two  consecutive @ NCAA
Championships in 2001 and 2002 and will
look to regain the national title that has elud-
ed them the past four years. Since taking
over the Maroon and Gold 21 years ago,
Head Coach ] Robinson has built one of the
strongest and most dominant teams in the
nation. During his impressive tenure, 39 dif-
ferent wrestlers have earned 79 All-
American honors, including a school and
national record 10 All-Americans during the
2000-01 season. Defending NCAA champi-
ons Dustin Schlatter (149) and Cole Konrad
(285) are their key performers and they will
be admirably supported by NCAA runner-
up Roger Kish (184), two-time All-American
Mack Reiter (133), and NCAA qualifiers
Manuel Rivera (141) and Gabe Dretsch (174).
Additional support could come from return-
ing team members Jayson Ness (125), Travis
Lang (125), Andrew Domingues (125),
Daniel Jackson (125), Mark Mellmer (133),
Charles Lloyd (141), Tyler Safratowich (141),
Danny Williams (149), Juan Martinez (149),

Matt Everson (157), Mitch Kuhlman (165),
Jeremy Larson (165), Nate Matousek (165),
Phil Mienart (165), Chrs McPhail (184), Jason
Waidzulis (184), and Justin Bronson (197).
An interesting transfer student with the abil-
ity to do very well is 2005 National Junior
College champion Yuri Malamura (197). The
coaching staff worked diligently to bring in
one of the nation’s top recruiting classes. The
renowned class includes three-time
Minnesota state champion Mike Thorn
(133), four-time North Dakota state champi-
on Jake Mellmer (141), Minnesota state
champion Jordan Kolbow (157), five-time
North Dakota state champion Scott Glasser
(165), four-time Washington state champion
Brandon Sitch (165), three-time South
Dakota state placer Paul Ode (184), two-time
Minnesota state runner-up Brent Eidenshink
(197), two-time Minnesota state champion
Joe Nord (285), and Minnesota state champi-
on Ben Berhow (285).

2. OKLAHOMA STATE - Head Coach
John Smith guided the Orange and Black to
their fourth straight and 34th overall NCAA
wrestling title last year in dominating fash-
ion. The eighth coach in the 66-year history
of the Cowboy’s storied wrestling program,
Smith has built upon that legacy through his
first fourteen seasons at Oklahoma State
University. His coaching expertise follows a
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highly successful athletic career that includ-
ed winning two Olympic gold medals, the
coveted Sullivan Award, two NCAA
Championships, and six straight World
Championships. Team leaders for this year’s
squad include two-time NCAA champion
Johny Hendricks (165), All-Americans
Coleman Scott (133) and Nathan Morgan
(141), and NCAA qualifier Brandon Mason
(174). Two exceptional redshirt freshmen
with the ability to help tremendously are
three-time Oklahoma state champion Tyler
Shinn (125) and 2005 “Dream Team” All-
American Jared Roshalt (285). Other solid
All-American candidates are two-time
Oklahoma state champion Justin Porter
(133), two-time Oklahoma state champion
B.J. Jackson (149), two-time Oklahoma state
champion Newly McSpadden (157), and
three-time Texas state champion Clay
Kehrer (197). A host of additional returning
team members will battle for line-up spots.
They include Mike Bizzle (125), Brad
Neitenbach (125), Ethan Kyle (133), Eric
Dabbs (157), David Crowley (157), Ryan
Freeman (157), Sam Lewnes (157), Jimmy
Matlock (157), Kevin Wainscott (165), Bryant
Blackmon (174), Taylor Hosick (174), Jack
Jensen (184), Brent Parkey (184), Jake Duke
(197), Jared Shelton (197), and Chaz
Cointment (197). The Cowboys coaching
staff combined their efforts to secure the
nation’s finest recruiting class. The class con-
sists of three-time Virginia state champion
Jordan = Frishkorn  (133), three-time
Oklahoma state champion Lance Thompson
(141), two-time Colorado state champion
Quinten Fuentes (149), three-time Oklahoma
state champion Dakota Simpson (149),
Kansas state champion Neil Erisman (165),
two-time Oklahoma state champion Cody
Hill (184), two-time Oklahoma state champi-
on Carl Hines (197), two-time Idaho state
champion Landon Harris (285), and 2006
“Dream Team” All-American Ben Ashmore
(125).

3. OKLAHOMA - Jack Spates is entering
his 14th year as head coach and will contin-
ue to lead the Crimson and Cream to their
ultimate goal: a national championship. His
teams have consistently performed at the
national level, demonstrated by eleven of his
thirteen teams finishing among the top ten
teams at the NCAA tournament. Spates has
developed 48 All-Americans at OU, includ-
ing NCAA champions John Kading (1996),
Michael Lightner (2001), Robbie Waller
(2003), and Teyon Ware (2003-2005). This
year’s squad will be led by All-Americans
Sam Hazewinkel (125), Matt Storniolo (149),
and Joel Flaggert (197), and NCAA qualifier
Will Rowe (157). A premier transfer student
from Fresno State University is two-time

2006 NCAA Division | Championships Finals 133 Ibs.
Matthew Valenti, Pennsylvania decisioned Christopher
Fleeger, Purdue, 3-2. Photo by John Sachs.
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NCAA qualifier Shane Seibert (165). Two
other fine All-American candidates with col-
legiate experience are two-time
Pennsylvania state champion Jarrod King
(165) and two-time Pennsylvania state run-
ner-up Josh Weitzel (174). Other returning
2005-06 team members are Joe Comparin
(133), Trey Blakely (133), Kyle Terry (141),
Nolan Spring (141), Brady Tarbush (149),
Chad Terry (149), Shane Vernon (157), Chris
DeVilbiss (157), Jake Jackson (165), Blake
Allen (165), Josh Hinton (184), Matt Cole
(197), Brad Farmer (285), and Luis
Hernandez (285). Four-time Missouri state
champion Zack Bailey (133) highlights an
exceptional group of incoming freshmen
who also include Washington state champi-
on Anthony Hayes (125), two-time
Oklahoma state champion Gregg Cannon
(125), two-time Texas state champion Shane
Doughman (125), two-time Oklahoma state
champion Brian Shelton (125), two-time
Oklahoma state champion Jeff James (174),
two-time Oklahoma state champion Eugene
Young (184), Texas state champion Josh
Mayo (197), and three-time Oklahoma state
champion Nathan Fernandez (285).

4. MISSOURI - Under the tutelage of
Head Coach Brian Smith, the Tiger program
has undergone a revival, leading it back to
the upper level of Division I competition.
Last year, Smith led the Old Gold and Black

to a 15th NCAA finish and a fine 13-5 dual
meet record. NCAA champion and three-
time national finalist Ben Askren (174)
returns to provide extraordinary leadership.
He will be supported by All-Americans
Tyler McCormick (133) and Matt Pell (165)
and NCAA qualifiers Michael Chandler
(157) and Raymond Jordan (184). A brilliant
redshirt freshman destined for stardom is
2005 Wisconsin state champion Max Askren
(197). Other returnees include Tim Kephart
(125), John Olanowski (125), Eduardo Hopp
(133), Nathan Hewitt (141), Marcus Hoehn
(141), Ryan Joyce (141), Amond Prater (141),
Justin Cole (141), Josh Wagner (149), Dane
Espinosa (149), Brian Sanguinet (149), John
Andrews (157), Bobby Conn (157), Andrew
Sherry (157), James Williamson (157), Vince
Demarest (165), Nick Marable (165), Joey
Garrity (174), Dirk Hurrin (174), Ryan
Sonderegger (174), Mark Ellis (285), and
Sean Connole (285). Top incoming freshmen
are two-time Missouri state champion Tony
Pescaglia (125), Ohio state champion Willie
Saxton (133), two-time Pennsylvania state
champion Ashtin Primus (141), Missouri
state champion Andrew Wood (157), two-
time Missouri state champion Aaron
Bridgeman (197), and Missouri state cham-
pion Tyler Perry (285).

5. PENN STATE - Now entering his
tenth campaign of directing the tradition-
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2006 NCAA Division | Consolation Semifinals 149 Ibs. -
Zack Esposito, Oklahoma State major decisioned Eric
Tannenbaum, Michigan, 9-1. Photo by John Sachs.

rich Nittany Lion wrestling program, Head
Coach Troy Sunderland is committed to
excellence and has an outstanding team
with a great combination of youth, experi-
ence, and talent. A strong nucleus returns
led by NCAA runner-up Phil Davis (197),
All-American James Yonushonis (174), and
NCAA qualifiers Mark McKnight (125), Jake
Strayer (133), Bryan Heller (141), and
Nathan Galloway (157). Two exciting red-
shirt freshman with a lot of promise are two-
time New Jersey state champion Dan
Vallimont (149) and two-time Ohio state
champion Mike Ward (184). Other wrestlers
with collegiate experience include Brad
Pataky (125), Rohan Murphy (125), Tim
Haas (133), Ben Mandelbraut (141), Chris
Robbins (141), Baren Berg (149), Jason
Lapham (157), Jon Clemens (157), Craig
Owsiany (157), Mark Friend (165), Zachary
Snyder (165), Phil Bomberger (174), Brian
Cantalupi (174), Jack Decker (174), Neil
Bretz (184), David Klug (184), Chad Unger
(184), AJ. Cummins (197), Aaron Anspach
(285), Joe Farina (285), Brendan Herlihy
(285), and 2005 “Dream Team” All-
American David Erwin (174). Four blue-chip
incoming  freshmen are three-time
Pennsylvania state champion Garrett Scott
(141), Virginia state champion Bubba Jenkins
(149), two-time Ohio state runner-up Josh
Rohler (157), and two-time Ohio state cham-
pion Dave Rella (165).

6. MICHIGAN - Joe McFarland embarks
on his eighth season as head coach of the
highly successful University of Michigan
program after directing the Wolverines to a
16-2 dual meet record and seventh-place fin-
ish at the NCAA Championships. Leading
the way this year will be All-Americans Josh
Churella (141) and Eric Tannenbaum (157)
and NCAA qualifiers Mike Watts (125),
Mark Moos (133), Steve Luke (165), Nick
Roy (174), and Tyrel Todd (184). Other
returning squad members include Brandon
Elliott (125), James Shaheen (133), Justin
Chrzanowski (141), Brad Cusumano (141),
Jeff Marsh (149), Braden L’ Amoreaux (149),
Kenny Halloran (149), James Tobias (149),
Mike Milano (157), Hassen Berri (165), Dario
Mainella (165), Steven Russell (174), Cody
Waters (174), Josh Hartman (184), Casey
White (197), and Omar Maktabi (197).
Incoming freshmen with impressive creden-
tials are two-time Michigan state champion
Chris Diehl (133), Colorado state champion
Mark Beaudry (141), two-time Michigan
state champion Aaron Hynes (149), three-
time Michigan state champion Anthony
Biondo (157), New Jersey state champion
Scott Giffin (165), Michigan state champion
Eddie Phillips (184), and Ohio state champi-
on Matt Guhn (285).
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7. CORNELL - During the last 13 seasons
Head Coach Rob Koll has guided the
Cornell wrestling program to a 153-57-4
dual meet record and has firmly established
itself as one of the nation’s premier pro-
grams both athletically and academically.
The Big Red finished the 2005-06 season
with a spectacular fifth-place NCAA per-
formance and a second-place finish at the
prestigious EIWA Championships. Team
leaders this year are NCAA runner-up Troy
Nickerson (125), All-American Jerry Rinaldi
(197), and NCAA qualifiers Keith Dickey
(141), Jordan Leen (149), Steve Anceravage
(165), and Joey Hooker (174). Two multi-tal-
ented redshirt freshmen with expectations of
greatness are 2005 “Dream Team” All-
American Adam Frey (133) and 2005
Pennsylvania state champion Josh Arnone
(184). Four other returnees looking to pro-
vide significant contributions are Drake
Hovis (157), Dave Post (157), Luke Hogle
(174), and Zach Hammond (285). Two elite
incoming freshmen are two-time Iowa state
champion Justin Kerber (157) and 2006
“Dream Team” All-American Mack Lewnes
(165). Seven other incoming freshmen with
decorated backgrounds include Wisconsin
state champion Sergio Barbosa-Mirales
(125), two-time Tennessee state champion
Corey Manson (141), two-time California
state placer Brian Alves (149), North Dakota
state champion John Basting (157), two-time
Pennsylvania state placer Matt Panasevich

(184), Nebraska state champion Josh
Marcum (184), and Pennsylvania state
champion Trevin Cowman (285).

8. NORTHWESTERN --- The Wildcat
wrestling program approaches the 2006-07
season with high expectations. Head Coach
Tim  Cysewski, the architect of
Northwestern’s return to the national spot-
light, enters his 17th year at the helm and
will field a formidable team that returns five
wrestlers with previous NCAA experience.
They are All-Americans Ryan Lang (141)
and Jake Herbert (184) and national quali-
fiers Nick Hayes (174), Mike Tamillow (197),
and Dustin Fox (285). Two exceptional red-
shirt freshmen are Illinois state placer James
Kohlberg (125) and Illinois state runner-up
Dominic Marella (157). Other important
wrestlers with collegiate experience include
Eric Metzler (133), Marty Gould (149), James
Smith (149), Vince Colletti (149), Jim Friend
(157), and Greg Hagel (165). Two-time
Mllinois state champion Brandon Precin (125)
heads the list of incoming freshmen who
also include Illinois state qualifier Bobby
Joyce (125), Ohio state champion Keith
Sulzer (133), Michigan state placer Andrew
Nadhir (141), and Ohio state runner-up Kyle
Bertin (157).

9. PENNSYLVANIA - In his initial season
as the Quakers head wrestling coach, Zeke
Jones put together a fine 11-4 dual meet
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record, an impressive 12th place NCAA
Championships finish, and produced
NCAA champion Matt Valenti at 133-
pounds. He brings an outstanding combina-
tion of athletic and academic success as an
individual and coach on both the national
and international levels. He is committed to
excellence and is on pace to elevate the
already tradition-rich Pennsylvania pro-
gram to even further greatness. NCAA
champion Matt Valenti (133) returns to pro-
vide exemplary leadership and he will be
admirably supported by All-American Matt
Herrington (174) and NCAA qualifiers Matt
Eveleth (125), Cesar Grajales (141), and Matt
Dragon (149). Other potential starters
include Andrew Gold (125), Brett McCurdy
(141), Rob Hitschler (149), Gene Zanetti
(157), Zach Shanaman (165), Colin Hitschler
(184), Jack Kitchen (184), Lior Zamir (184),
Jack Sullivan (197), Adam Cooney (285), and
Jayson Bowlsby (285). Top newcomers are
National Prep Championships winner Rollie
Peterkin (125) and Pennsylvania state run-
ner-up Thomas Shovlin (184).

10. EDINBORO - Head Coach Tim Flynn
has produced quite a legacy in his nine sea-
sons at the helm of the Edinboro wrestling
program. The Fighting Scots have dominat-
ed the eastern wrestling circles during
Flynn’s reign, winning the Eastern Wrestling
League Tournament title eight of the last
nine years along with the Pennsylvania State
Athletic Conference Tournament seven
times in the last nine campaigns. The Red &
White finished eighth at last year’s NCAA
Division I Championships and ended the
dual meet season with a perfect 12-0 win-
loss record. All-Americans Gregor Gillespie
(149) and Deonte Penn (165) return to pro-
vide excellent leadership. Four other solid
All-American candidates are NCAA quali-
fiers Ricky Deubel (133), Matt Hill (157),
Alex Clemsen (184), and Joe Fendone (197).
Other possible starters include Greg Sill
(125), Rick McLaughlin (141), Phil Moricone
(174), and Jeremy Mosley (285). Five excep-
tional incoming freshmen are three-time
New Hampshire state champion Eric Morrill
(125), three-time Pennsylvania state placer
Kyle Fluke (125), New Jersey state runner-
up Daryl Cocozzo (141), two-time Ohio state
placer Travis Popham (165), and three-time
Massachusetts state champion Shawn
Fendone (184).

11. HOFSTRA - Tom Shifflet takes over the
perennially strong Hofstra wrestling pro-
gram after a highly successful four-year stint
as head coach an UNC-Greensboro. A two-
time All-American wrestler at Edinboro
University, Shifflet is a top-notch recruiter
and an outstanding technician. This year’s
edition of the Gold, White, and Blue is heavy
on talent and experience and should be in
for a very good season. All-Americans Mike
Patrovich (165) and Chris Weidman (197)
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return to provide extraordinary leadership.
Five additional wrestlers with previous
NCAA experience include Dave Tomasette
(125), Charles Griffin (141), John Manarte
(141), James Strouse (157), and Joe Rovelli
(184). A tremendous redshirt freshman with
big-time potential is three-time West
Virginia state champion Mitch Smith (149).
Three other national-caliber performers are
Mike Parziale (149), Alton Lucas (174), and
Matt Pollock (285). Top incoming freshman
is three-time New York state champion Lou
Ruggirello (133).

12. IOWA - Former Hawkeye great Tom
Brands takes over the Iowa wrestling pro-
gram after a two-year stint as head coach at
Virginia Tech University. A 1996 Olympic
gold medalist and three-time national cham-
pion, Brands will look to lead one of the
most decorated sports programs in all of
intercollegiate sports back to the top spot in
collegiate wrestling it once held for many
years. This year’s edition of the Old Gold
and Black will be led All-Americans Alex
Tsirtsis (141), Eric Luedke (165), and Mark
Perry (174). Three other wrestlers with pre-
vious national experience are Lucas
Magnani (125), Mario Galanakis (133) and
Dan Erekson (197). Two premier redshirt
freshmen with a great deal of promise are
three-time Iowa state champion Ryan
Morningstar (157) and two-time Iowa state
champion Chad Beatty (184). Also looking to

provide additional firepower are returnees
Alex Grunder (149), Phillip Keddy (184),
Ryan Fuller (285), and 2004 “Dream Team”
All-American Charlie Falck (125). Five
dynamic transfer students who will help
tremendously in the near future are Joey
Slaton (133), Daniel LeClere (141), Brent
Metcalf (149), T.J. Leet (165), and Jay
Borschel (184). Two highly decorated incom-
ing freshmen are two-time Iowa state cham-
pion Matt Ballweg (149) and three-time
California state champion and 2006 “Dream
Team” All-American Billy Murphy (133).

13. IOWA STATE - For the first time in 14
years, the head coaching responsibilities for
this team will be in the hands of someone
other than Bobby Douglas. New Head
Coach Cael Sanderson becomes the sixth
head coach in the tradition-rich 89-year his-
tory of the Cyclone wrestling program.
Sanderson’s legacy as a competitor at Iowa
State University is unparalleled as he
became college wrestling’s premier ambas-
sador and main attraction. His phenomenal
career included a 2004 Olympic
Championship, the only undefeated (159-0)
four-time NCAA champion, and an
unprecedented four-time NCAA
Championships Most Outstanding Wrestler
Award winner. This year’s team will be led
by All-Americans Trent Paulson (157), Travis
Paulson (165), and Kurt Backes (197). Four
elite redshirt freshmen with immediate
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national impact potential are four-time
Arizona state champion Nick Gallick (133),
Iowa state champion Mitch Mueller (141),
three-time Utah state champion Cyler
Sanderson (149), and two-time California
state champion Jake Varner (184). Good
things are also expected from returnees Nick
Fanthorpe (125), Ben Hanisch (125), Jason
Knipp (149), Aron Scott (149), David
Bertolino (174), Grant Turner (174), and
David Zabriskie (285). Three blue-chip
incoming freshmen are four-time Iowa state
champion T.J. Sebolt (133), three-time
Michigan state champion Jon Reader (165),
and 2006 “Dream Team” All-American
Mark Kist (125).

14. LEHIGH - Since taking over the Lehigh
wrestling program 11 years ago, Head
Coach Greg Strobel has built a national pow-
erhouse and is regarded as one of the sports
greatest ambassadors. Last season, Strobel
guided the Mountain Hawks to a 13-5-1
dual meet record and an outstanding 9th
place NCAA performance. Leading the
Brown & White this year will be seven
wrestlers with valuable national experience.
They are Matt Fisk (125), Matt Ciasulli (141),
Trevor Chinn (149), Matt Anderson (157),
David Helfrich (174), Matt Cassidy (197),
and Paul Weibel (285). Other returning
squad members include Seth Ciasulli (133),
John Stout (133), Patrick Berger (133),
Frankie Gayeski (141), Matt Ennis (141),
Dave Nakasone (149), Mike Galante (157),
Manuel Schubert (157), and Andrew Knerr
(184). The coaching staff brings in a formida-
ble recruiting class that will provide a foun-
dation for future success. The celebrated
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recruiting crop includes three-time Utah
state champion Levi Mele (125), Ohio state
placer Greg Hilbert (141), New Jersey state
champion Alex Caruso (157), California state
placer Nate Spangler (157), Tennessee state
placer Justin Hall (165), Pennsylvania state
champion Pat Flynn (197), North Carolina
state champion Justin Allen (285), and 2006
“Dream Team” All-American David Craig
(184).

15. OHIO STATE - After a highly success-
ful 11-year tenure as head coach at Hofstra
University, Tom Ryan is the new head coach
at Ohio State University. At Hofstra, Ryan
led the Pride to six consecutive conference
championships, guided 65 wrestlers to
NCAA championship appearances, com-
piled 109 dual meet victories, mentored 11
All-Americans, and coached his wrestlers to
45 individual conference titles. He has
assembled a sensational coaching staff and
will look to guide the Scarlet & Gray to their
ultimate goal: a national championship.
Assistant coaches with extensive back-
grounds and national-level expertise include
Tommy Rowlands (two-time NCAA cham-
pion), Lou Rosselli (1996 Olympian), Ross
Thatcher (All-American), Joe Heskett
(NCAA champion), and Jim Humphrey
(1988 Olympic coach). Team leaders for this
season are All-Americans ].D. Bergman (197)
and Kirk Nail (285) and NCAA qualifiers
Reece Humphrey (133), TJ. Enright (133),
and Blake Maurer (174). Another fine All-
American candidate and returning NCAA
qualifier is 2004 “Dream Team” All-
American Jeff Jaggers (141). Other returning
team members include Jermaine Jones (125),

2006 NCAA Division | Finals 157 Ibs. -Ben Cherrington,
Boise State decisioned Brian Stith, Arizona State, 7-3.
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Anner Arroyo (125), Jason Johnstone (149),
Jordin Humphrey (157), Alex Picazzo (184),
Wes Bergman (184), Joshua Bartholomew
(197), and Corey Morrison (285). Two elite
transfer students with the ability to help
tremendously are two-time Ohio state
champion Ryan Smith (125) and 2005
“Dream Team” All-American Mike Pucillo
(184). Four-time Ohio state champion and
2006 “Dream Team” All-American Lance
Palmer (149) is a multi-talented incoming
freshmen with immediate national impact
potential. Two additional incoming fresh-
men to look for soon are New Jersey state
champion Will Livingston (125) and two-
time New York state champion Ryan
Patrovich (157).

16. ARIZONA STATE - The sixth coach in
the tradition-rich 44-year history of the sport
at ASU, Head Coach Thom Ortiz has
returned the Sun Devils wrestling program
back to the glory days of the 1980’s. Ortiz
embarks on his sixth season at the helm after
guiding his 2005-06 team to an exceptional
campaign, highlighted by an impressive
sixth-place NCAA Championships perform-
ance and a second consecutive PAC 10
Conference Championships team title.
NCAA runner-up Brian Stith (157) returns to
provide excellent leadership and he will be
supported by national qualifier Pat Pitsch
(165) and conference placers John Espinoza
(133) and Jason Robbins (149) Other return-
ing squad members include Adam Hickey
(133), Pat Payne (141), Robert Galvan (141),
Matt Lopez (149), Brandon Schad (149),
Chris Remsen (157), Kevin Gaughan (165),
Ricky Renzi (174), Alex Pavlenko (174),
Jamie Robbins (174), Jake Cranford (184),
Jason Trulson (197), Thor Moen (285), and
Quinton Pruett (285). An interesting transfer
from Fresno State University is NCAA qual-
ifier Greg Gifford (184). Four-time Idaho
state champion Shawn Jones (125) highlights
a fine incoming freshmen class who also
include two-time Arizona state champion
Anthony Robles (125), New Mexico state
champion Ryan Lazo (133), California state
champion Todd Schavrien (141), California
state runner-up Chris Drouin (149), four-
time Arizona state champion Anthony
Martinez (149), four-time Nevada state
champion Randel Aleman (157), Ohio state
champion Cory Nelson (174), two-time
Florida state champion David Green (184),
and Florida state champion Kenny Lester
(285).

17. INDIANA - The 2006-07 season marks
the 15th year of Hoosier wrestling under
Head Coach Duane Goldman. Last year,
Goldman led the Cream and Crimson to an
11-6 dual meet record and an 18th place
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NCAA  Championships performance.
Leading the way this season will be two-
time All-American Brandon Becker (157)
and NCAA qualifiers Andrae Hernandez
(133), Max Dean (165), and Dave Herman
(285). Two phenomenal redshirt freshmen
destined for stardom are 2005 “Dream
Team” All-Americans Angel Escobedo (125)
and Matt Coughlin (149). Other possible
starters include Blane Culp (141), Scott
Kelley (141), Marc Bennett (174), Trevor
Perry (174), Justin Curran (184), and Josh
Buuck (197). Six exciting incoming freshmen
are Indiana state champion Alexander
Warren (141), Indiana state champion Nick
Walpole (149), Indiana state champion Kurt
Kinser (157), two-time Indiana state champi-
on Paul Young (165), Virginia state champi-
on Jantzen Minton (174), and Massachusetts
state champion Nick Avery (197).

18. ILLINOIS - As former Olympic
wrestler and NCAA All-American Mark
Johnson begins his 15th season as head
coach. He continues to install an exciting
style of wrestling that has firmly established
Illinois as one of the premier programs in the
nation. During his tenure, the Fighting Illini
have finished in the top 10 at the NCAA
Championships on nine occasions and have
compiled an impressive dual meet win-loss
record of 166-37-2. This year’s squad will be
led by All-American Cassio Pero (141) and
NCAA qualifiers Gabe Flores (125), Troy
Tirapelle (149), Mike Poeta (157), and
Donnie Reynolds (174). An elite redshirt
freshmen with unlimited potential is four-
time Virginia state champion Patrick Bond
(197). Other returning team members
include Joe Gomez (133), Dan Manzella
(133), Joel Karr (141), Dan Zeman (149), Clint
Arlis (157), Roger Smith-Bergsrud (165),
Nick Guida (174), Matt Winterhalter (184),
Ben Zulauf (197), John Wise (285), and Andy
Greenawalt (285). A transfer looking to pro-
vide some big wins is National Junior
College All-American Dave Gleissner (184).
Four elite incoming freshmen with great
expectations are two-time Illinois state
champion Jimmy Kennedy (133), Illinois
state runner-up Dalton Bullard (133), two-
time Illinois state champion Sean Reynolds
(141), and two-time Illinois state champion
John Dergo (184).

19. NEBRASKA - In six seasons, Head
Coach Mark Manning has built the Huskers
program into one of the nation’s elite.
Recognized as one of the country’s top
recruiters, Manning has mentored 16
wrestlers to All-American status as
Nebraska has finished in the nation’s top-16
on five occasions. The 2006-07 edition of the
Scarlet and Cream will be built around
seven wrestlers with previous NCAA expe-
rience. They are Paul Donahoe (125), Patrick
Alexsanyan (133), Dominick Moyer (141),
Robert Sanders (149), Marc Harwood (165),
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Vince Jones (184), and Jon May (285). An
exceptional redshirt freshman to look for
soon is four-time Maryland state champion
Mike Rowe (133). Three other national-cal-
iber performers are former Nebraska state
champions Cash Coolidge (141), Chris
Oliver (149) and Brandon Browne (174).
Other potential starters include Kenny
Jordan (125), Rob Plambeck (157), Cody
Foust (165), Casey Roberts (184), Levi
Wofford (197), Craig Brester (197), and
Stefan Tighe (285). Four-time Nebraska state
champion Matt Vacanti (141) heads an out-
standing recruiting class who also include
three-time Iowa state champion Derek
Moyer (141), two-time Nebraska state cham-
pion Casey Gubbles (141), Nebraska state
runner-up Malcolm McGruder (141), three-
time Colorado state champion Curtis
Salazar (141), New Jersey state champion
Jordan Burroughs (149), three-time Utah
state champion Paul Sanders (149), three-
time Kansas state champion Frank Jonas
(165), Illinois state champion Steve Dwyer
(165), two-time South Dakota state champi-
on Andy Johnson (174), National Prep cham-
pion Bobby Laraway (174), Nebraska state
champion Nick Schaefer (197), and
Nebraska state champion Cameron Browne
(285).

20. MICHIGAN STATE - With a diverse
line-up of solid veterans and talented red-
shirt freshmen, the 2006-07 season promises
to be an exciting one for the Spartans
wrestling program. Head Coach Tom
Minkel returns All-Americans Nick
Simmons (125) and Andy Simmons (141)
and both will be bona fide candidates for
national titles. Two redshirt freshmen with
the potential for excellence are 2005 “Dream
Team” All-American Franklin Gomez (133)
and three-time Florida state champion
Rocky Cozart (165). Other returnees include
Jeff Wimberley (133), Ryan Froese (141),
Eddie Skowneski (149), Nick Fallico (149),
Tim Hammer (149), Tony Greathouse (157),
Rex Kendle (157), Bryan Harney (165), John
Murphy (174), Greg Giodosik (174), Joe
Williams (184), Nick Palmieri (197), Josh
Cross (197), Alan O’Donnell (285), and
Freddie De Ramus (285). Top incoming
freshmen are three-time Virginia state cham-
pion Walker Faison (125), Michigan state
runner-up Joel Trombly (133), and two-time
Michigan state champion John Fulger (149).

21. CENTRAL MICHIGAN - Under the
tutelage of Head Coach Tom Borrelli,
Central Michigan University has established
itself among the nation’s elite programs both
academically and athletically. Entering his
16th season at Mount Pleasant, Borrelli’s
mentoring has yielded 78 national qualifiers,
19 All-Americans, an individual national
champion, 48 Mid-American Conference
champions, and five straight Mid-American
Conference team titles. All-American Wynn

Michalak (197) and NCAA qualifiers Luke
Smith (125), Brandon Carter (149), Brandon
Sinnott (174), and Christian Sinnott (184)
return to provide excellent leadership. Two
outstanding redshirt freshmen with a lot of
promise are four-time Illinois state champi-
on Conor Beebe (133) and three-time Ohio
state champion Mike Miller (165). Other
returning squad members include Matt
Steintrager (125), Josh Williams (125), Jason
Whitman (133), Eric Kruger (141), Jon
Gruenberg (141), Steve Brown (149), Trace
Billet (149), Andy Keller (157), Eric Neil
(157), Zack Strunk (157), Tyler Grayson
(157), Trevor Stewart (165), Don Dryer (174),
Ben Kelto (184), Vince DiDona (184), Eric
Simaz (184), Bubba Gritter (285), and Hafeez
Qureshi (285). Two-time Utah state champi-
on Nathaniel Holt (149) leads an exceptional
recruiting class who also include two-time
Michigan state champion Ryan Lucas (133),
Utah state runner-up Michael Holt (133),
four-time Ohio state placer Ryan Cubberly
(141), two-time Michigan state champion
Dylan Centala (141), two-time North
Carolina state champion Pete Puckett (157),
Ohio state champion Marc Hoff (157),
Michigan state champion Josh Ritter (157),
Michigan state champion Blake Birmingham
(165), and Indiana state champion Patrick
Day (197).

22. WISCONSIN - Former University of
Iowa three-time NCAA champion Barry
Davis begins his 13th season at the helm of
the Wisconsin wrestling program. During
his tenure, Davis has produced 13 All-
Americans including two who have claimed
NCAA titles. Don Pritzlaff won back-to-back
championships in 2000 and 2001, and Jeff
Walter won the 1996 heavyweight title. This
year’s squad returns five national-caliber
performers. They are All-American Craig
Henning (157) and NCAA qualifiers Colin
Cudd (125), Tyler Turner (149), Jake Donar
(165), and Dallas Herbst (197). Henning,
however, may redshirt this season. Other
returnees looking to provide significant con-
tributions include Josh Crass (125), Zach
Tanelli (133), Kyle Ruschell (133), Jordan
Crass (141), Matt Maciag (174), Mike Felling
(174), Justin Peterson (184), Kyle Massey
(285), and Jordan Hein (285). An exceptional
transfer from the University of Wyoming is
NCAA qualifier Dan Clum (157). Two
extraordinary recruits are two-time Ohio
state champion Aaron Hart (125) and 2006
“Dream Team” All-American Trevor
Brandvold (184).

23. HARVARD - In his first 12 seasons as
head coach of the Harvard wrestling pro-
gram, Jay Weiss has elevated the Crimson to
one of the finest programs in the East. Ten
wrestlers have earned All-American honors
under Weiss” mentoring including NCAA
champion Jesse Jantzen (2004). This year’s
team is centered on All-American Bode
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Ogunwole (285) and NCAA qualifiers
Robbie Preston (133), Max Meltzer (141),
Andrew Flanagan (157), and Louis Caputo
(184). Other possible key contributors
include Simon Orozco (125), Brent Kakesako
(133), Tom Picarsic (141), Bob Latessa (149),
Matt Button (165), Patrick Ziemnik (165),
Wes Walker (174), Jon Butler (197), and Joe
Bechtold (197). Two exceptional incoming
freshmen are 2006 “Dream Team” All-
American J.P. O’Connor (149) and two-time
Texas state champion Fred Rowsey (174).

24. CAL POLY - Head Coach John
Azevedo begins his fourth season at the
helm for the Mustangs. A highly successful
high school coach and former NCAA cham-
pion, Azevedo is committed to excellence
and is on pace to return the Forest Green and
Gold to a national powerhouse. All-
Americans Chad Mendes (125) and Darrell
Vasquez (133) return to provide outstanding
leadership. Three additional national impact
performers are NCAA qualifiers David
Roberts (141), Nick Hernandez (174), and
Matt Monteiro (197). An exciting redshirt
freshman with loads of potential is two-time
Nevada state champion Chase Pami (157).
Other returning squad members include
Micah Ferguson (125), Josh Obregon (125),

2006 NCAA Division | Semifinals 197 Ibs. - Phil Davis,
Penn State, decisioned Jerry Rinaldi, Cornell, 7-4.
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John Hanks (125), Eric Melgares (133), Blake
Gaughran (133), David Christian (141),
Elwin Warsh (141), Ryan Williams (149),
Evan Melgares (149), Eric Maldonado (149),
Ernie Varela (157), Evan Barbre (165), Steve
Gee (165), Robb Maxwell (174), Sean Thayer
(174), Yuri Kalika (184), Chris Angle (184),
Matt Ishler (197), Arturo Basulto (285), and
Jordan Blanchard (285). A solid transfer from
Fresno State University is NCAA participant
Cody Parker (285). Three blue-chip incom-
ing freshmen are California state champion
Filip Novachkov (125), California state
champion Andrew Rogers (149), and
Oregon state champion Collin Brooks (184).

25. NORTH CAROLINA - With three indi-
vidual champions, the Tar Heels captured
the 2006 Atlantic Coast Conference
Championships title for the second consecu-
tive season. Fourth year Head Coach C.D.
Mock returns a strong nucleus and has sev-
eral newcomers that will provide depth and
competitiveness within the squad. Mock has
an extensive amount of coaching experience
at both the college and high school levels
and holds exceptional credentials as the first
NCAA champion for North Carolina in
1982. This year’s team is built around All-
American Evan Sola (133) and NCAA quali-
fiers Drew Forshey (125), Jared Royer (133),
Vincent Ramirez (141), Alex Maciag (174),
David Dashiell (197), and Spencer Nadolsky
(285). Two outstanding young wrestlers

with great promise are National Prep
Championships winner Dennis Drury (197)
and Pennsylvania state champion Dan
Goetter (285). Other returning 2005-06 team
members include Bobby Shaw (133), Isaiah
Britton (141), Chris Ramos (149), Brian
Baglio (157), Deon Barrett (165), Robert
McCarthy (174), Justin Dobies (184), and
Daniel Llamas (184). Three exciting transfer
students are National Prep Championships
titlist Gregg Romano (149), two-time Texas
state champion Keegan Mueller (157), and
three-time Georgia state champion Ben
Fiacco (165). Two elite incoming freshmen
are two-time Pennsylvania state champion
Mike Rappo (133) and multiple New Jersey
state placer Thomas Scotton (157).

26. WEST VIRGINIA - Head Coach Craig
Turnbull has brought the Mountaineer
wrestling program to national prominence
since he took over the program in 1979. Over
the last 28 seasons, Turnbull’s wrestlers have
been fixtures at the NCAA Championships
as he has honed the skills of 18 individuals
who have earned 25 All-American honors,
including NCAA champions Scott Collins
(1991), Dean Morrison (1994), and Greg
Jones  (2002-2003-2005).  All-American
Brandon Rader (141) highlights the list of
returnees who also include NCAA qualifiers
Dave Jaurequi (149), Zac Fryling (157), Larry
Hall (165), Kurt Brenner (174), and Jared
Villers (197). Three additional national-cal-
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iber performers are two-time West Virginia
state champion Kyle Turnbull (125), 2005
“Dream Team” All-American Chance Litton
(184), and 2005 National Junior College
Championships winner Dustin Rogers (285).
Two sensational redshirt freshmen are
California state champion Mark Anderson
(133) and two-time Pennsylvania state
champion Donnie Jones (165). Four other
returning squad members include Scott
Stuart (125), Codie Gustines (133), Vince
Gioella (133), and Matt Holsopple (285). A
transfer with the ability to contribute in a big
way is three-time West Virginia state cham-
pion Lou Thomas (197). Two great-looking
incoming freshmen with considerable skills
are two-time Pennsylvania state placer Tyler
Oravec (141) and three-time Georgia state
champion Nate Carr (165).

27. PITTSBURGH - The 2006-07 season
marks the 28th year of Panther wrestling
under Head Coach Rande Stottlemyer, an
era of consistently competitive and winning
teams. During his tenure, Stottlemyer has
produced a two-time national champion in
Pat Santoro, 24 NCAA All-Americans, 115
national qualifiers, and 26 Eastern Wrestling
League Tournament champions. Team lead-
ers for this season are All-Americans Drew
Headlee (133) and Jeff Ecklof (149). Seven
additional wrestlers with valuable NCAA
experience are Brad Gentzle (125), Joey
Ecklof (149), Matt Kocher (157), Keith Gavin
(165), Francis Iorfido (174), Mike Heist (184),
and Zach Sheaffer (285). Other wrestlers
with previous collegiate experience include
Ryan Bosso (125), Brandon Skonieczny
(125), Zach Bowman (133), Joe Campoli
(141), Nick Orio (141), Julian Warshaw (141),
Justin Hunt (149), Dave Kapetanovich (149),
Sean Richmond (157), Tim Allen (165), Mark
Eckenroth (165), Kyle Deleire (174), Nick
Padezan (184), Eric Cassidy (197), and Matt
Darnell (197). Top newcomers include New
Jersey state champion Jimmy Conroy (125),
West Virginia state champion Zack Fraley
(125), and Massachusetts state champion
A.J. Hunte (197).

28. NORTHERN IOWA - The 2006-07 sea-
son will mark the first year of the Western
Wrestling Conference and Northern Iowa
will be a member of this league. Other mem-
bers include Air Force, North Dakota State,
Northern Colorado, South Dakota State,
Utah Valley State, and Wyoming. Head
Coach Brad Penrith is entering his seventh
season at the helm of the Panthers wrestling
program. He returns five wrestlers with pre-
vious NCAA experience. They include C.J.
Ettelson (141), Ryan Osgood (149), Nick
Baima (165), Alex Dolly (174), and Andrew
Anderson (197). Three exciting redshirt
freshmen will be introduced. They are three-

lowa City, IA - 149 Ibs. Ty Eustice, lowa decisioned Zack
Esposito, Oklahoma State, 4-2. Photo by John Johnson.
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time Iowa state champion Kyle Anson (125),
Illinois state runner-up Brett Robbins (133),
and two-time Iowa state champion Charlie
Ettelson (149). Other returnees include
Colby Goetsch (149), Justin Swafford (149),
Moza Fay (157), Brandon Simpson (157), Ben
Bell (165), Tyson Reiner (165), Clinton Eakins
(174), Curt Zinnel (174), Dan Dunning (184),
De’ Andre Nunn (184), Scott Hazen (184), Jeff
Knoll (197), Tyler Rhodes (285), and Michael
Zimmerly (285). Two-time Iowa state cham-
pion Montell Marion (133) highlights the list
of incoming freshmen who also include
four-time California state placer Caleb
Flores (125), two-time Illinois state placer
Adam Snow (125), Iowa state placer Grant
Ruge (125), New Jersey state runner-up
David Greenwald (133), two-time lowa state
champion Nick Pickerell (141), Iowa state
champion Trevor Kittelson (149), Iowa state
champion Seth Pugh (149), Indiana state
placer Benji Dolly (165), Iowa state placer
Riley Lindner (165), Missouri state champi-
on Jeff Bowman (174), Iowa state champion
Andy O’Loughlin (184), and Wisconsin state
runner-up Dustin Bauman (197).

29. BOISE STATE - Greg Randall is enter-
ing his fifth year as head coach of the

Bronchos. This year’s team will be very
young but the future looks extremely bright.
Two solid All-American candidates are
NCAA qualifiers Tyler Sherfey (157) and
Andy Patrick (285). A big help could be the
possible return of 2005 NCAA qualifier
Tommy Owen (149). He will be looking to
get a medical hardship year. Two excellent
redshirt freshmen with impressive back-
grounds are three-time Idaho state champi-
on Luke Smith (165) and four-time Arizona
state champion Nate Lee (174). Good things
are also expected from returnees Cory Fish
(125), Jeff Newby (141), Johnny Nunez (165),
Nick Bueter (165), and Mike Casperson
(184). Dana College transfer and two-time
Idaho state champion Ryan Allen will com-
pete with newcomer Matt Casperson for the
starting spot at 197-pounds. Three-time
Idaho state champion and 2006 “Dream
Team” All-American Adam Hall (149) is a
multi-talented incoming freshmen with
immediate impact potential. Seven addition-
al incoming freshmen with exceptional cre-
dentials are three-time Idaho state champion
Preston Gentry (125), four-time Alaska state
champion Eli Hutchison (133), Washington
state champion Levi Jones (133), three-time
Washington state champion Brad Muri
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(165), Idaho state champion Derek
Mestrovich (165), two-time Washington
state champion Kurt Swartz (174), and Idaho
state champion Wes Cooper (184).

30. KENT STATE - Jim Andrassy, who
spent 14 years as an athlete or assistant
coach with the Kent State University
wrestling program, begins his fourth season
as head coach. Last year, the Golden Flashes
compiled a fine 14-4-1 dual meet record and
finished second at the Mid-American
Conference Championships. Three bona fide
All-American candidates are NCAA quali-
fiers Chad Sportelli (125), Kurt Gross (157),
and Aaron Miller (174). An elite redshirt
freshmen with national impact potential is
Ohio state champion Danny Mitcheff (133).
Other returnees looking to provide signifi-
cant contributions include Drew Lashaway
(141), Jason McGee (149), Joe Whalen (165),
Corey Maier (165), Eric Chine (184), Michael
Blackwell (184), Tommy LaRosa (184),
Ardian Ramadani (197), and Jermail Porter
(285). Six high profile incoming freshmen
are Ohio state champion Bryce Freeman
(125), Ohio state runner-up Justin Huffman
(141), Ohio state champion Jake Kyle (149),
Ohio state champion John Pycraft (165),
Ohio state champion Sli Bostelman (165),
and Ohio state runner-up Chris Estep (184).

31. NORTHERN ILLINOIS - The 2006-07
season marks the 11th year of Huskies
wrestling under Head Coach Dave Grant.
Team leaders this year are NCAA qualifiers
Pat Castillo (125), Mike Grimes (149), and
Johnny Galloway (165). Three additional
key performers are Mid-American
Conference placers Aaron Owen (157),
Danny Burk (174), and Joe Sapp (285). A sen-
sational redshirt freshman with the ability to
do very well nationally is two-time Kansas
state champion Joe Cornejo (149). Other
returning team members include John
Weinert (125), Chad Vandiver (133), Kalen
Knull (141), Justin Metcalfe (141), Will
McDermott (141), Scott Wallace (157), Brett
Ambrosino (157), Duke Burk (184), Nick
McClone (184), Derrick Hunsicker (197),
Dave Herrera (197), Rob Panayi (197), and
Jeff Burdorf (285). An interesting transfer is
National Junior College runner-up Dave
Benner (285). Six exciting incoming fresh-
men are two-time Michigan state champion
Chad Vallone (133), Illinois state champion
Mike Ryan (133), two-time Wisconsin state
champion Joe Clothier (141), two-time Ohio
state champion Pat McLemore (141), two-
time Indiana state runner-up Bryan Deutsch
(165), and Missouri state champion Dakota
Greenhaw (197).

32. BLOOMSBURG - In his initial season
as the Bloomsburg University head coach,
John Stutzman put together an 11-9 dual
meet record despite having one of the
youngest Huskies teams in decades. They
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were second at the Pennsylvania State
Athletic Conference Championships and
fourth at the Eastern Wrestling League
Tournament while placing all 10 wrestlers.
This year’s squad will be led by NCAA qual-
ifiers Mike Sees (125), Tony Curto (141), Aric
Fuhrman (165), and Mike Spaid (285). Other
returning wrestlers looking to provide some
big wins include Justin Thomas (125), Ricky
Donald (133), Mark Armstrong (133), Joe
Hasseman (141), Dennis Bermudez (141),
George Hickman (149), Darren Kern (149),
Joe Ortiz (149), Jesse Hasseman (174),
Andrew Jordan (174), Nate Shirk (184), Eric
Shaw (184), Brian Willis (197), and Blaine
Cohick (197). Three-time Delaware state
champion Ian Moser (133) heads an excep-
tional incoming freshmen class who also
include two-time Pennsylvania state cham-
pion Jason Guffey (125), two-time
Pennsylvania state runner-up Matt Moley
(141), Pennsylvania state placer Alex
Lauffenberger (149), Pennsylvania state
champion Ricky Schmelyum (157),
Pennsylvania state placer Robert Hoffman
(157), Pennsylvania state placer George
Lobb (165), Pennsylvania state placer Brian
Shaw (174), two-time New York state placer
Darrick Smith (184), two-time Pennsylvania
state placer PJ. Destefano (197), and
National Prep Championships placer Craig
Whitaker (197).

33. STANFORD - Kerry McCoy, a two-
time Olympian, two-time NCAA champion,
four-time World Cup champion, and 1997
Hodge Award winner, starts his second sea-
son as the head coach of the Stanford
wrestling program. All-American Tanner
Gardner (125) returns to provide excellent
leadership and he should be supported by
PAC 10 Conference placers Scott Loescher
(157) and Luke Feist (174). Other possible
starters include Matt Kim (133), Eric
Minnick (141), Tyler Parker (149), Josh
Zupancic (149), Brian Perry (157), Bobby
Pease (157), Peter Miller (157), Jared Boyer
(197), and Phil Doerner (285). Three top-
flight incoming freshmen are California state
runner-up Justin Paulsen (125), California
state placer Lucas Espericueta (149), and
four-time Oregon state champion Zack
Giesen (184).

34. RIDER - During the last 27 seasons,
Head Coach Gary Taylor has led the Broncs
to a 311-167-3 dual meet record and has
brought national recognition to the program
against the toughest level of competition in
the East. NCAA qualifiers Zac Cunliffe (133),
Don Fisch (141), Mike Kessler (149), Dave
Miller (157), Ryan Cunningham (165), Doug
Umbehauer (174), and T.J. Morrison (197)
highlight the list of returnees and will be
counted on heavily. A premier redshirt fresh-
man with immense physical talent is
Delaware state champion Mike Miller (184).
Other wrestlers with collegiate experience

looking to provide significant contributions
include Jim Porch (125), Tim McGoldrick
(149), Dan Silberman (149), Rob Maistickle
(197), Tyler Rees (285), Ed Bordas (285), Nick
Ciufo (285), and Peter Reid (285). Top recruit
is Pennsylvania state champion Brian
Polashuk (125).

35. UC DAVIS - Lennie Zalesky begins his
5th year as head coach of the Aggie
wrestling program. He has a great amount
of coaching experience at both the collegiate
and high school levels and holds excellent
credentials as a former three-time All-
American at powerful Iowa University.
Leading the Yale Blue and Gold are NCAA
qualifiers Omar Gaitan (133), Derek Moore
(141), Jeff Bristol (149), Ken Cook (174), and
Tyler Bernacchi (184). Additional help could
come from returning squad members
Marcos Orozco (125), Poncho Manriquez
(125), Brian Osuna (133), Kyle Bank (133),
Shawn Brendle (133), Nexi Delgado (141),
Dan Murphree (149), Andrew Maraglia
(149), Kevin Cunningham (149), Haseeb
Sadaat (149), John Clark (165), Alex
Darkovsky (165), Dustin Noack (165), Kyle
Dubs (165), Jeff Prentice (174), Chris Fickes
(184), Elliot Kelly (197), Broc Maffia (285),
and Tom Haines (285). Five outstanding
incoming freshmen are four-time Hawaii
state champion Brandon Low (125),
California state runner-up Jeff Marval (141),
California state runner-up Victor Carazo
(165), California state placer Abraham
Otrombo (197), and California state placer
Ricardo Alcala (285).

36. TN-CHATTANOOGA - Chris Bono, a
former NCAA champion, has accepted the
Head Wrestling Coach position at UTC. He
holds impeccable credentials as an athlete
and as a coach and is highly respected
throughout wrestling circles. All-Americans
Matt Keller (133) and Mike Keefe (141) high-
light the list of returning wrestlers who also
include NCAA qualifiers Javier Maldonado
(125), Shawn Cordell (125), Aaron Martin
(149), and Jake Yost (157). Four sensational
transfer students will help tremendously.
They are four-time Alabama state champion
Seth Garvin (165), two-time Florida state
champion Nick Davis (174), National Junior
College Championships winner Josh
Edmondson (184), and 2004 “Dream Team”
All-American Matt Koz (197). Three other
wrestlers with collegiate experience are Josh
Keefe (133), Joey Knox (149), and Wayne
French (157). Two exciting incoming fresh-
men are Colorado state champion Josh
Hensley (141) and two-time Nebraska state
champion Jake Smith (197).

37. OLD DOMINION - Third year Head
Coach Steve Martin is well on his way to res-
urrecting the Monarch program to a level of
national prominence. Nationally known as
one of the nation’s finest technicians, Martin
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has an impressive background as a coach
and a competitor. He led Great Bridge High
School to 12 Virginia state titles while com-
piling an awesome dual meet record of 306-
15-1. As a wrestling standout in high school,
Martin won three Virginia state champi-
onships for Kempsville High School. Two
wrestlers with previous NCAA experience
will lead this year’s edition of the Slate Blue
and Silver. They are Christian Staylor (125)
and Ryan Williams (141). Two extremely tal-
ented redshirt freshmen with the potential
for excellence are three-time Alaska state
champion Kaylen Baxter (149) and three-
time Virginia state champion Chris Brown
(157). Other wrestlers with collegiate experi-
ence include B.J. Compton (133), Cam
Watkins (141), Josh Tyler (149), Nick Pullano
(165), Bryan Koz (174), David Mendoza
(184), David Kocevar (285), and 2006
National Junior College Championships
winner Matt Collum (157). The coaching
staff combined their efforts to bring in one of
the nation’s most exciting incoming fresh-
men classes. The renowned class consists of
Pennsylvania  state champion Billy
Chamberlain (125), Iowa state champion
James Nicholson (125), two-time Ohio state
champion Adam Koballa (133), [llinois state
placer Kyle Hutter (133), Virginia state run-
ner-up Joey Metzler (141), Virginia state
champion Vincent Ramirez (149), Florida
state runner-up Dan Rivera (157),

Pennsylvania state placer Derek Coffey
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(174), two-time Georgia state champion
Matthew Edmondson (184), and three-time
Kansas state champion Jesse Strawn (197).

38. OREGON - Head Coach Chuck
Kearney begins his 9th season in.charge of
the University of Oregon wrestling pro-
gram. Last year, he led the Ducks to a 22nd
place performance at the NCAA
Championships and developed national
champion Shane Webster. A former All-
American and PAC 10 Conference champi-
on, Kearney brings a wealth of knowledge
and experience, both on and off the mat, to
his athletes each season. This year’s squad is
centered on Pac 10 Conference placers Justin
Pearch (133) and Chris Dearmon (285). Two
exceptional redshirt freshmen with the
potential to do very well nationally are
three-time Washington state champion Kyle
Bounds (157) and Oregon state champion
Ronnie Lee (174). Other returnees include
Ryan Dunn (125), Beau Malia (125), Joey
Lucas (133), Elliott Tracy (141), Stewart
Bogart (149), Cyle Hartzell (165), Tony Rolen
(184), and Shaun Dee (197). Five top-notch
incoming freshmen are two-time Washing-
ton state champion J.D. Goodrich (133),
Oklahoma state champion Brett Gray (141),
Oregon state champion Jake McCoy (149),
Oregon state runner-up Brysen French (184),
and Oregon state champion Charlie
Alexander (285).
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39. COLUMBIA - Since taking over the
Lions wrestling program in 2000, Head
Coach Brendan Buckley has progressively
raised the benchmarks of success surround-
ing Columbia wrestling. Last year, the
Columbia Blue & White placed seven
wrestlers at the prestigious EIWA
Championships, a Columbia University
record. Six wrestlers return with prior
NCAA experience. They are All-American
Matt Palmer (174) and national qualifiers
Matt DeLorenzo (133), Sal Tirico (141), Steve
Sutton (141), Anthony Constantino (149),
and Devin Mesanko (157). Other wrestlers
with previous collegiate experience include
Brandon Kinney (125), Jerome Greco (125),
Dean Kinports (141), Joe Kushnerick (141),
Derek Sickles (157), Ricky Turk (165), Dustin
Tillman (165), Sven Hafemeister (165), Andy
Geving (165), Justin Barent (184), Kenji
Porter (184), Kirk Davis (197), Nick
Sommerfield (197), John Grando (197), and
Jed Wade (285). Top recruit is two-time
Pennsylvania state champion Matt Dunn
(149).

40. CLEVELAND STATE - In seven years,
Head Coach Jack Effner has revived the pas-
sion for wrestling and elevated the Vikings
program to a level of national respect. He
has assembled a fine coaching staff with top-
level assistant coaches in Brian Dolph
(NCAA champion), Anthony Coleman
(NCAA qualifier and Ohio state champion),
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and Jimmy Johnson (multiple Ohio state
champion). Optimism is high for this season
as the roster includes 5 previous NCAA
qualifiers, 7 former high school state cham-
pions, and 5 National High School Seniors
Championships placers. Leading the way
are national qualifiers and solid All-
American candidates David Armstrong
(133), Mike Hurley (141), Ryan Hurley (149),
Marcus Effner (165), and Rashard Goff (285).
Other returning team members include Joe
Wornoff (125), Ryan Riggs (125), Mark
Bugara (133), Dan Castillo (141), Darrin
Lewis (141), Shaun Mitchell (149), Victer
Crenshaw (157), Cody Butzer (157), Josh
Ging (165), Tim Scarl (174), David Gilkey
(174), Nate Kmetz (174), Jarrel Miller (184),
Roman Dolgov (184), Bill Seng (184),and Jeff
Schuller (285). An elite transfer with the
capability of doing very well nationally is
three-time Ohio state champion Chris Hahn
(197). Three exceptional incoming freshmen
are Ohio state placer Robbie Michaels (149),
Michigan state champion Kyle Chittick
(174), and Indiana state champion Chris
Barnhizer (184).

41. NORTH CAROLINA STATE - With
the return of five NCAA qualifiers along
with an exceptional recruiting class, third
year Head Coach Carter Jordan has a solid
base for returning the Wolfpack back to its
glory days. Leading the way are national
participants Jeremy Hartrum (125), Joe
Caramanica (149), Kody Hamrah (157),
Jeremy Colbert (184), and Ryan Goodman
(197). Three additional key performers are
Atlantic Coast Conference placers Garrett
Cummings (133), Obie Simpson (165), and
Jainor Palma (285). Other potential starters
are Jake Smith (141), Rick Brownlee (174),
and Mark Jahad (197). Three-time New
Jersey state champion Darrion Caldwell
(149) heads the list of incoming freshmen
who also include two-time Virginia state
champion Adam Pittman (141), three-time
Pennsylvania state qualifier Ray Ward (149),
two-time New Jersey state placer Phil Black
(157), North Carolina state champion
William Gilleland (165), and North Carolina
state placer Chris Sutton (285).

42. BUFFALO - Jim Beichner is entering
his 12th season as head coach of the Bulls
wrestling program. Throughout his previ-
ous 11 seasons, Beichner has led the team to
a 100-66-2 dual meet record and sent 26
wrestlers to the NCAA Championships. The
2005-06 edition of the Royal Blue and White
will be highlighted by NCAA qualifier Mark
Budd (133) and Mid-American Conference
placers Dana Gingerich (149) and Mickey
Moran (174). Four other national-caliber per-
formers are Ohio State University transfer
Ryan Needle (141) and multi-talented red-
shirt freshmen Dan Bishop (125), Scott
Rendos (157), and Rickey Scott (184). Other
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wrestlers with collegiate experience include
Eric Piedimonte (125), Evan Veney (133),
Mike Shannon (141), Andrew Stella (141),
Tim Higgins (141), Jason Hilliard (149), Josh
Taylor (149), Pat Lloyd (149), John
Cummings (157), Chris Nebelecky (157),
Steven Muldrow (157), Mike Ragusa (165),
Jake Blowers (165), Nate Rock (174), Ray
Lamb (174), Ben Cabrey (184), Eric
Richardson (197), and Jeff Parker (285). A
nice transfer from Sacred Heart University is
former New York state runner-up Sean
Bauer (125). Four exciting incoming fresh-
men are three-time Vermont state champion
Corey Greene (133), New York state champi-
on Mike Aris (133), Massachusetts state
champion Jimmy Hamel (184), and New
York state champion Jason Brown (197).

43. PURDUE - Jessie Reyes enters his 15th
year at the helm of the Purdue wrestling
program looking to continue a winning tra-
dition. He has posted a 169-112-3 dual meet
record during his 14 seasons and has
coached 16 All-Americans and four Big 10
Conference champions during his tenure.
Last year, the Boilermakers finished 20th at
the NCAA Championships and produced at
least one All-American for the sixth consec-
utive season, the longest streak in Purdue
wrestling history. NCAA qualifier Nate
Moore (197) returns as a fine All-American
candidate. Two outstanding redshirt fresh-
men with great expectations are three-time
Ohio state champion Cameron Doggett (133)
and two-time Indiana state champion Chris
Kasten (285). Other returnees who will battle
for starting spots include Brandon Tucker
(125), Sean Schmaltz (125), Jeff Price (125),
Jason Cook (141), Mark Powell (141), Ryan
Naczi (141), Justin DeArment (141), Jake
Patascil (149), Sam Patascil (149), Nick
Bertucci (149), Matt Redmond (149), Jake
Murphy (157), Eric Howe (157), Aaron
Goebel (157), Nick Spohn (157), Justin Fraga
(165), Jason Martin (165), Nick Corpe (174),
and Nick Skinner (197). Five highly regard-
ed incoming freshmen are two-time Ohio
state champion Kevin Lipp (141), California
state runner-up Luke Manuel (165), two-
time Washington state champion Brent
Chriswell (184), Ohio state champion Logan
Brown (197), and Pennsylvania state runner-
up David Pisarcik (197).

44. MARYLAND - Pat Santoro, a two-time
NCAA champion and four-time All-
American, returns for his fourth season at
the helm of the Maryland wrestling pro-
gram. He will look for leadership from
NCAA qualifiers Charlie Pinto (141) and
Andrew Schlaffer (149). A tremendous red-
shirt freshman with national-level expertise
is three-time National Prep Championships
winner Hudson Taylor (197). Other
returnees looking to provide significant con-
tributions -include James Knox (125), Jeff

Oldham (125), Brendan Byrne (133), Steve
Bell (133), Alex Krom (141), Jerad Villecco
(157), Eric Grida (157), Clint Stout (157),
Mike McGill (157), Jason Kiessling (165), Eli
Black (165), Ryan Kennett (165), Mike
Maceroli (174), Josh Haines (184), Jerry Afari
(285), and Bryan Reiss (285). Four incoming
freshmen with sparkling credentials are
three-time Maryland state champion Jon
Kohler (133), three-time Delaware state
champion Andrew Bradley (149), two-time
Pennsylvania state champion Mike Letts
(174), and New Jersey state champion John
Price (285).

45. THE CITADEL - Rob Hjerling, a 2004
Southern Conference Coach of the Year, is
entering his eighth season as head coach of
The Citadel’s wrestling program. NCAA
qualifiers Levi Duyn (149) and Travis
Piccard (157) return as bona fide All-
American candidates. Two additional
national-level performers are Southern
Conference placers Anthony Easter (125)
and Mark Thompson (197). Other returning
2005-06 squad members include Billy
Bullwinkel (133), Michael Arias (133),
Andrew McDonald (133), Mike Fenton
(133), Alex Piper (141), Chris Humphries
(141), Matt Bullwinkel (141), Josh Summers
(165), Darius Caldwell (174), John Dickerson
(184), Aaron Brown (197), and John Buck
(285). Two highly decorated incoming fresh-
men are four-time South Carolina state
champion Matt Leach (125) and Georgia
state champion Thomas Knapp (133).

46. VIRGINIA - New Head Coach Steve
Garland takes over the Cavalier wrestling
program after a six-year stint as assistant
coach at Cornell University. A former NCAA
runner-up at the University of Virginia,
Garland helped the Big Red to four consecu-
tive top-11 finishes at the NCAA
Championships. NCAA qualifier Rocco
Caponi (184) returns to provide extraordi-
nary leadership and he should be supported
by Atlantic Coast Conference placers Eric
Albright (133), Nick Alparone (141), Drew
DiPasquale (149), Mike Sewell (157),
Damian Johnson (165), Mike Grogan (174),
Brent Jones (197), and Nick Smith (285). An
exceptional redshirt freshman is National
Prep Championships winner Ross Gitomer
(125). Other returnees include Anthony
Burke (125), Zach Anderson (125), Adam
Kimbrell (141), Pete Ferrara (141), Danny
Artusio (149), Kyle Artusio (157), Matt
Fedirici (157), Brian McReynolds (165), Kyle
Narkiewicz (184), and Scott Smith (197).
Three blue chip incoming freshmen are two-
time Pennsylvania state champion and
“Dream Team” All-American Kellon Balum
(141), Pennsylvania state champion Brent
Fiorito (165), and Illinois state runner-up
Jack Danilkowicz (285).
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47. OREGON STATE - Jim Zalesky, who
coached the University of Iowa to three
NCAA team championships, begins his first
year as head coach of the Oregon State
University wrestling program. He brings a
wealth of experience to the Beavers pro-
gram, both from a coaching and competition
standpoint. Zalesky wrestled for Iowa in the
early 1980’s and was a four-time All-
American and three-time NCAA champion.
This year’s squad will be led by NCAA qual-
ifiers Eric Stevenson (125), Bobby Pfennigs
(133), Kyle Larson (141), Jeremy Larson
(174), Jamie Rakevich (285), and Ty
Watterson (285). Other wrestlers looking to
provide some big wins include Tyler Baker
(125), Jake Gonzales (125), Ron Ellis (133),
Ryan Enoch (133), Kevin Thorpe (141),
Derek Kipperberg (149), Louie Camarillo
(149), Andy Hall (149), Dan Brascetta (157),
Ben Cate (157), Brett Arand (165), Neal
Beaudry (174), Kyle Bressler (184), Kyle
Sukanen (184), Jason Gage (197), and Travis
Gardner (197). Five exceptional incoming
freshmen are three-time Oregon state cham-
pion Marty Eng (125), Alaska state champi-
on Clark Buffington (141), two-time Oregon
state champion Keegan Davis (165), Oregon
state runner-up Chris Platt (174), and two-
time Oregon state champion Brennan
Olander (285).

48. DREXEL -- Having guided the Dragon
wrestling program for 30 seasons, Head
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Coach Jack Childs has compiled 368 victo-
ries, including 22 seasons with 10 or more
dual meet wins. Seven former NCAA quali-
fiers return as solid All-American candi-
dates. They include Steve Mytych (125),
Chris Renninger (141), Mark Cartella (149),
Ryan Hluschak (157), Nick Kozar (174), Jon
Oplinger (197), and Chris Cowen (285).
Additional help could come from returning
team members Paul Slifer (125), Morgan
Remillard (133), Billy Martin (141), Greg
Jensen (141), Kyle Bub (149), Michael
Buzzone (149), Kris Park (157), Luke Siler
(157), Tornike Ivanashvili (157), Billy Haydt
(165), James Therrian (165), Scott Hunter
(165), Dave Gualtieri (174), Anthony Cronce
(174), Nick Bonavita (174), Justin Terhune
(184), Brian Stouffer (184), and Peter Jacob
(197). Top recruits are Pennsylvania state
runner-up Dan Konno (149) and New York
state champion Bryant Deinhardt (285).

49. OHIO - Joel Greenlee begins his 10th
season as head coach of the traditionally
strong Bobcat wrestling program. In his nine
years with the Hunter Green and White,
Greenlee has compiled a 101-72-2 dual meet
record and guided the Bobcats to a first-
place performance at the 2001 Mid-
American Conference Championships.
Leading the way this year are conference
placers Jake Frerichs (157), Ryan Knapp
(174), Brian Cesear (184), and Nick Terbay
(197). A premier redshirt freshman with def-

inite All-American ability is Ohio state
champion Clay Tucker (149). Other potential
starters include Caleb Metcalf (125), Matt
Smith (125), Terry Jackson (133), Albert
Madsen (141), Jesse Irwin (149), Matt
Witham (149), Dan Fladda (157), Kent Smith
(165), Jacob Ison (165), Anthony Spooner
(165), Adam Faires (184), Larry Reichard
(197), Marcus Adelman (285), Jason
Marshall (285), and Joe Ellwood (285). A
solid transfer is National Junior College
Championships All-American Antoine Love
(174). Two-time Ohio state champion
Anthony Ciraky (165) highlights the list of
incoming freshmen who also include Ohio
state champion Ben Llanas (125), Ohio state
placer Mike Wilson (125), Ohio state runner-
up Quentin Keyes (133), Ohio state placer
Seth Morton (133), Ohio state placer Brian
Connelly (141), Ohio state placer Kevin
Christensen (141), Ohio state champion
Shane Friery (149), Ohio state placer Josh
Kassil (157), Ohio state placer Mike Marrero
(184), and National High School Seniors
Championships placer Joe Tymoszczuk
(285).

50. CAL STATE FULLERTON - Dan
Hicks, a former two-time NCAA champion
at Oregon State University, is entering his
fifth year as head coach of the Titans
wrestling program. He instills an aggressive,
attacking style of wrestling based upon
superior conditioning. This year’s squad
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will be led by NCAA qualifier Morgan
Atkinson (149) and PAC 10 Conference plac-
ers Teddy Astorga (141) and Ian Murphy
(184). Four other key performers are previ-
ous California state placers Curtis
Schurkamp (125) and T.J. Dillashaw (133)
and former New Mexico state champions
Paul Tice (149) and Bryan Tice (157). Other
returning team members include Johnny
Rojas (125), James Bailey (125), Mike Lemas
(125), Jaime Hernandez (133), Pierce Lowery
(133), Jimmy Kirkemo (141), Taylor Smith
(141), Travis Smith (141), Aaron Wilson
(141), Brian Stills (149), Nick Monte (157),
Angelo Lago (165), Scott Judd (165), Ryan
Budd (174), Alan Reynel (174), Garrett
Coelho (184), John Drake (197), Matt
Methling (197), Brian Milford (285), and Dan
Ott (285). Three exciting transfer students
are California Junior College champion
Benny Garcia (141), Illinois state champion
Nick Blackshaw (149) and two-time Nevada
state champion Bobby Musser (165). Top
incoming freshmen are California state plac-
ers Adin Duenas (133), Armando Gonzalez
(141), and Nick Jordan (149).

51. LOCK HAVEN - A 16-year veteran of
the Bald Eagle wrestling program and 2005

b
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Eastern Wrestling League Coach of the Year,
Rocky Bonomo begins his fifth season as
head coach of the Lock Haven University
wrestling program. Five returning NCAA
qualifiers with All-American hopes are Obe
Blanc (125), Matt Fittery (141), Seth Martin
(157), Derrick Morgan (174), and Carlos
Ponce (184). Other wrestlers with collegiate
experience include Ollie Cooperwood (149),
Clint Shirk (149), Rory McCoy (165), Jake
Laufinburger (165), Mike Metzger (184), and
Brandon Bowden (285). The coaching staff
combined their efforts to bring in an out-
standing recruiting class with the ability to
contribute right away. Among the renowned
recruits are New York state champion
Anwar Goeres (133), Pennsylvania state
champion Donnie Ament (141), New Jersey
state runner-up Jesse Harrington (149),
Pennsylvania state placer Landis Wright
(165), two-time New Jersey state placer
Dave Richmond (165), Pennsylvania state
placer Travis Stem (184), two-time Florida
state champion Jeremie Cook (197), and two-
time New York state champion Jim Almy
(285).

52. RUTGERS - John Sacchi is entering his
17th year as head coach of the Rutgers

wrestling team. Since taking over the Scarlet
Knights, Sacchi has brought national recog-
nition and respect to the program. A fine All-
American candidate comes back in 2005
NCAA qualifier Ramel Meekins (285).
Another national qualifier, Steve Adamcsik,
(141) will most likely redshirt this year.
Other potential starters are Rick Ringel
(125), Dan Hilt (133), Kellen Bradley (133),
Jack Barrett (149), Marcello Medina (149),
Jamie Lijo (157), Matt Pletcher (165), Robert
Kaiser (165), Mike Whalen (174), Mike
Elshamy (184), Karim Mahmoud (197),
Lamar Brown (197), and Mike D’Amico
(285). New Jersey state champions Ryan
Fikslin (125) and Keith Dobish (184) lead an
immensely talented recruiting class who
also include New Jersey state placer Ryan
Fullam (125), National Prep Championships
placer Reginald Parker (133), North Carolina
state placer Dan Pedone (141), two-time
New Jersey state placer Spencer Kent (157),
New Jersey state placer Chris Norrell (165),
New Jersey state placer McPaul Ogbonna
(174), and National High School Seniors

2006 NCAA Division | Semifinals 285 Ibs. - Cole Konrad,
Minnesota, decisioned Cain Velasquez, Arizona State,
2-2; th2. Photo by G. Wyatt Schultz.

October 15, 2006 - Wrestling U.S.A. Magazine



Championships winner D.]. Russo (285).

53. WYOMING - The 2006-07 season
marks the 18th year of Cowboy wrestling
under Head Coach Steven Suder, an era of
consistently winning and competitive
teams. In the 17 years under Suder, the
Wyoming wrestling team has become one of
the premier programs in the Western United
States. Three grapplers with All-American
hopes highlight the list of returning team
members. They are NCAA qualifiers Carter
Downing (141), Gary Dack (165), and Bryan
Bernal (174). Other wrestlers looking to pro-
vide some big wins include Nick Ramirez
(125), Cody Grant (125), Michael Martinez
(125), Corey VomBaur (133), Brandon
Gifford (133), Jesse Snyder (133), Garrett
Desmond (141), Mike White (141), Sam
Allen (149), Alex Rieder (157), Dan Barrone
(165), Kyle Marrow (165), Chet Slevin (184),
Preston Pavich (184), and Sam Wendland
(197). Three exceptional incoming freshmen
are two-time Wyoming state champion Clay

Sondgeroth (141), Idaho state champion
Jacob West (141), and four-time Montana
state champion Cole Dallaserra (149).

54. ARMY - In his seventh year as head
coach, Chuck Barbee has helped bring
prominence to the Army wrestling program
by developing All-American talent. He has
produced a pair of NCAA runners-up in
since graduated Maurice Worthy (2000) and
Phillip Simpson (2005). This year’s team will
be led by NCAA qualifier William Simpson
(125). Other potential starters include
Fernando Martinez (125), Davey Mason
(125), Frankie Baughan (133), Whitt
Dunning (133), Tyler Howard (133), Lief
Gilsdorf (141), Austin Milster (149), Drake
Rossi (149), Brian Rowan (157), Dan Geib
(165), Caleb Pellettier (165), Brent Smith
(174), Duder Edmonds (174), Scott Ferguson
(184), Brent Nowak (184), Conner Sanders
(197), Daniel Schiering (197), Michael Sprigg
(285), and Nate Thobaden (285). Seven out-
standing newcomers are Pennsylvania state

champion Matt Kyler (125), Florida state
champion Ryan Nye (141), three-time New
Mexico state champion Adam Martinez
(149), four-time New Mexico state champion
Steven Gilbert (165), Minnesota state runner-
up Ryan Mergen (174), three-time Kentucky
state champion Richard Starks (184), and
two-time North Carolina state champion
Chip Reed (197).

55. GEORGE MASON - Mark Weader
begins his second year as head coach of the
Patriot wrestling program. NCAA qualifier
Tyler Tisdell (165) is their key performer and
he should be supported by Colonial Athletic
Association placers Joe Coughlin (125), Will
Powars (133), David Emison (141), and
Mitch Webster (157). Other possible starters
include Chris Cartella (141), Robert Henry
(149), Randy Oates (174), Matt Moyer (184),
Jim Martin (184), Harry Zander (197), Mike
Eastman (197), and Ryan Kittrick (285). Top
incoming freshman is Virginia state champi-
on Brian Wright (125). A
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CHAMPION WRESTLING STATS 5.0 (New Version) Wrestling’s best since 1984. Tracks individual and team statistics. Individual, team,
query, newspaper, category leader reports, graphs, pictures, labels and more. All features are user-defined. Includes Matside Entry. New option-
al Matside and Seeding Meeting Palm Pilot modules available. Windows 95 and higher $69.95 Preferred Educational Software, 221 Rivers
Edge Drive, Cherry Valley, IL 61016 www.pes-sports.com Toll Free (888) 959-2016/FAX (815) 332-1639.

THE WRESTLING TOURNEY 7.0 (New version) Manages 4-8-12-16-24-32-48-64 man brackets including Round Robin. Open and Team
formats. Many consolation formats included. Unlimited number of wrestlers, teams, names and weight classes. Manual and automatic seeding.
View brackets as you seed! Prints brackets, bout cards, rosters, teams scores and more, Completely user-defined and editable. Import wrestlers
from Excel files. Windows 95 and higher $129.95 Preferred Educational Software, 221 Rivers Edge Drive, Cherry Valley, IL 61016 www.pes-
sports.com Toll Free (888) 959-2016/FAX (815) 332-1639.

CUSTOM KNIT HATS - Your lettering knitted into hat, Matman, Cliff Keen, Lifeline Gyms, Custom T’s, and more. Visit our website at
www.OutWestEnt.com. Fax: (541) 349-9095. 1510 Sylvan St. Eugene, OR 97403.

A TO Z SPORTS PINS - Silver or Gold 2” safety pins with a clear or white resin medallion printed with your school logo or mascot. Set up
fee $25.00, singles - $1.00, 100 - $90.00, 200 - $185.00, shipping - $5.00 ammeyer @hutchtel.net 320-587-8093.

DO YOU WANT TO WIN A STATE TITLE or MULTIPLE STATE TITLES? Do you want to earn a COLLEGE SCHOLARSHP? Find
out how with our step-by-step approach to WINNING. Visit WWW.STATECHAMPWRESTLING.COM for details!

AUTO-BIOGRAPHICAL BOOK BY BOB MCPHEE IT COULD BE WORSE - McPhee, a former wrestler, paralyzed in 1976 high school
football scrimmage. A sports writer, awards include 1996 State Editor-of-the-Year Wrestling USA Magazine. $5.95 + shipping. 27 North Street
Dixfield, ME 04224; E-mail bigmac @megalink.net.

PREDICAMENT WRESTLING SCOREBOOK The Best Wrestling Scorebook. Used by over 4,400 schools last year. Current prices and
details at www.predicamentwrestlingscorebook.com. The book is great, but order early. Fax school purchase orders to (641) 753-0356.

THE BEST BY FAR. The General Electric Space Age Mat Lamp, $700, plus UPS $100 shipping. Sent UPS immediately prepaid. Bob Riehm,
2484 Greenridge Drive, Medford, OR 97504. Phone or FAX (541) 772-2003. Web site: www.matlamp.com.

MEAN GENE MILLS WRESTLING TECHNIQUE VIDEOS $35 EACH. For information go to www.genemills.com.

MAT STATS, easiest to use wrestling statistics program available. Windows 95 or later. Jr. High, 9th grade, high school and college weights. JV
and varsity. College version outputs. NCAA individual season wrestling records, endorsed by Jessie Reyes (Purdue Coach). $54 w/shipping.
Grapple Software, 10380 Pleasant Valley Ct. Osceola, IN 46561 (see demo) www.geocities.com/grapplematstats.

MIQROPURE LABORATORIES: AQTIV PURE HAND & BODY SANITIZER GEL Doctor nurse coach recommended. Alcohol, dye,
fragrance free. No sting/burn. Hypoallergenic. Kills germs. Effectively helps heal cuts, mat burns and other skin problems. Apply 3-4x daily.
$15/300z  $80 Case/6 info@miqropure.com (714) 730-5847 fax (714) 730-5849

RATE: 40 WORDS IN 2 CONSECUTIVE ISSUES FOR $50
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