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...ON STALLING -
THE CURSE OF ALL
WRESTLING OFFICIALS!


2007 NWCA Cliff Keen Duals -  285 lbs. Tervel Dlagnev
(NE-Kearney), Returning D-II Champion, in deep w ith a
single leg on Tony Lewis (NE-Omaha). Dlagnev won by
Fall; 2:47. Kearney won the Semi-Final dual 20-16. Photo
by John Johnson.
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ow that I have retired from high
school o fficiating, I  c an s hare
with m y r eaders a  f ew u nique
experiences I  h ave h ad i n r efer-
ence to stalling.


The Perfect Stall
In t he f inals o f a  C hristmas t ournament a


number of years ago, I was never more sure
of a  w restler s talling. T he w restlers w ere i n
the neutral position when Wrestler A shot a
double l eg, a nd W restler B  c ountered a nd
spun behind for the takedown.


At this point, Wrestler A decided to stall. In
fact, he placed himself in a fetal-like position.
Being an official who was more conservative
with his stalling calls, I gave Wrestler A some
time to readjust and start moving. He never
did.


For once, in my 25 years of officiating, I was
absolutely sure of a stalling call. With all the
confidence o f m y m any y ears o f w restling
experience, I thrust my fisted hand in the air,
expecting no complaints from anybody in the
gym.


To m y ch agrin, Wrestler A’s co ach co mes
running o ut o n t he m at s creaming a t m e. I
was about to kick him out of the facility when
he angrily informed me that his wrestler was
knocked out. And so he was.


Apparently, th e o nly tw o p eople th at d id
not know the boy was comatose were yours
truly a nd m y a ssistant ( whose na me I  w ill
withhold to protect his officiating reputation).


Of course, I sheepishly informed the score-
keeper to erase the warning for stalling.


From that match to the end of my officiat-
ing career, I cringed whenever I had to raise a
clenched hand in the air.


Stalling and the Left-Handed
Compliment 


During the second round of another com-
petitive t ournament, I  ha d a nother u nusual
stalling encounter with a wrestler and coach.


The m atch f or th e f irst tw o p eriods w as
very uneventful with Wrestler A dominating
the match. In fact, at the conclusion of the sec-
ond stanza, Wrestler A was leading 10 to 1.


Then for some reason, Wrestler A decided
to rest on his laurels. Yes, he began to stall bla-
tantly. W ithin a  m atter o f 4 5 s econds, I
warned Wrestler A and penalized him twice
for stalling. Anybody who has seen me offici-
ate, knows i t i s an  aberration for me to call
stalling so swiftly.


At th is p oint, W restler A’s c oach d id th e
unexpected. With Wrestler A still winning by
a score of 10-3, his coach threw in the towel
and defaulted the match to Wrestler B. I was
shocked, b ut I  w as s oon t o b e t aken ab ack
even more when I heard what the coach said
to his wrestler. 


As best as my memory serves me, he shout-
ed to h is matman, “I f that ref’s calls you for
stalling, you ain’t doin’ sh~#!  Get off the mat!”


Hmmmm. Was that a compliment?


N


2007 M onster M atch -  171 l bs. P aul
Cabbage ( New M exico), t rying t o c ome
out t he bac k door  on J ohnny O rtega
(Colorado). C abbage dec isioned O rtega
2-0. Photo by Dean Vande Berg.





