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2009 Tulsa Nationals - 92 lbs. Jack Bass (Fort Belvoir, VA) and
Anthony Valencia (Downey, CA), two former World All-Star Team
members, battling it out in the 12 and Under division finals match.
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t seems my whole adult life has  been
involved with coaching kids. Now see-
ing them  as  ad ults and  hav ing them
still call me coach is quite rewarding. I
am not sure who helped each other the


most. You s ee, in s mall ways , y ou m old
their lives. In return, they giv e us coaches
everlasting memories! A real win-win deal. 


I seemed to move from coaching into pro-
moting national wrestling events for young
athletes. In 30 years, over lapping coaching
and promoting, the go al o f s omehow j ust
making a d ifference has  nev er c hanged.
Years ago  I  ranked  high s chool wr estlers
for a natio nal news letter with an equip-
ment c ompany c alled W restlers E xpress.
We had  lo ts o f c omplaints bec ause ev ery
parent thought his wrestler was the gr eat-
est. T hinking bac k, it was  a m onumental
task witho ut a natio nal to urnament to  go
by. Many rankings now exist for wrestling
at the c ollege and  high s chool lev els b ut
none fo r the elem entary and  15 &  und er
age groups. For the last quarter of a centu-
ry World of Wrestling has concentrated on
this age group presenting them the greatest
awards and  r ecognition. We als o felt that
we should be firs t in such a system of get-
ting them ranked nationally. 


When I was approached with the idea by
Lanny B ryant, o wner/editor Wrestling
USA Magazine I was, to say the leas t, most
flattered that he wo uld consider World o f
Wrestling for the tas k. He s aid, “Jack, you
have been d oing the W orld All S tar Team
for 1 1 years , s o who  wo uld be a better
choice?” No t lo oking fo r ano ther j ob, I
reluctantly ac cepted the m ajor c hallenge.
You s ee, I  am  v ery exc ited to  hav e two
good friends that have truly been pioneers
in this great sport. They share our philoso-
phy in pr omoting America’s Youth. T he
title of Mr. Nice Guy or the largest contrib-
utor to  wr estling c ould eas ily go  to  bo th
gentlemen, Mr. Jim Keen, S r. of Cliff Keen
Athletic and Mr. Lanny Bryant of Wrestling
USA Magazine. T hey hav e bo th giv en
untirelessly back to the sport of wrestling. I
feel very fortunate that they continue to be
closely inv olved with us  in m aking po si-
tive differences. 


II
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2009 Tulsa Nationals - 125 lbs. Ben Sullivan (Chugiak, AK) and Domenic Abounader (Gates Mills, OH), in a scramble of  their 15 and Under division finals match.


In an ef fort to  s tart thes e rankings  o ur 3 c ompanies
have laid into place the following guidelines. These are
subject to change and will be d iscussed quarterly. The
rules to  qualify will be po sted o n all o f o ur webs ites,
www.worldofwrestling-roller.com, www .wrestlingusa.com
and www .cliffkeen.com. Please contact m e at wo rld-
ofwrestling@olp.net or by phone 918-366-4411. You may
also contact Mr. Mike Krause of Cliff Keen Athletic at all
of the World of Wrestling tournaments. He does clinics
at some of the tournaments and always has a booth set
up. As a representative, he will be glad  to answer your
questions. 


1.  This elite group is comprised of 5 age groups – 6 &
under, 8 & under, 10 & under, 12 & under and 15 &
under with 72 d ifferent weight c lasses. For exam-
ple; you could be 16 years old if not born before 9-
1-08. These weight classes and cut off dates (consis-
tent with s chool cut off dates) are the s ame as  all
World of Wrestling national events.


2.  Qualifying tournaments are presently the s ame as
the W orld All S tar ev ents; Clif f Keen Kic koff
Classic, Cliff Keen Tulsa Nationals, Cliff Keen Reno
Worlds and the Cliff Keen Eastern Worlds. 


3.  Selection is  bas ed entir ely o n the perfo rmance in
the nation’s largest wrestling events (see above list-
ing). 


This is a plain and  simple point system and removes
all chance of any bias. It will not be based on area com-
peted in, po pularity, o r who  beat who , r ecord etc .
(Accumulation of points earned in the nation’s toughest
and largest wrestling events is the only criteria). 


The fo llowing is  a s chedule o f ho w the points ar e
awarded fo r the qualifying ev ents to  d etermine the
national rankings. A wrestler will be considered only for
the weight class in which he has earned the most points;
however, all points will count. (see chart on page 46).








April 15, 2009 - Wrestling U.S.A. Magazinepage 44


2009 Tulsa Nat ionals - Dylan Cuest a and his f amily from Mililani,  Hawaii,  is receiving t he
Outstanding Wrestler Award from wrestling great Danny Hodge.
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Additional to urnaments c an be
added per the request of their tour-
nament d irectors. T he fo llowing
criteria must be used. (Only nation-
al events will be considered) 


1. A minimum of 1250 participants
in the 15 &  under and younger
age groups. 


2. A minimum o f 20 s tates r epre-
sented. 


3. You m ust s ubmit fac ts o f th e
above to  us  within 1 week o f
your event. If chosen, you will
need to submit your results for
each ev ent within the s ame 1
week time frame. (A small han-
dling fee may apply.) 


4. Point s tructure fo r yo ur ev ent
will be decided by our commit-
tee (3 companies). 


5. Our lo ng term  go al is  to  hav e
numerous locations for nation-
al events all across the US. 


Your athlete must compete in true
national c ompetition to  r eally
know where he stands. He may be
undefeated fo r the las t 3 years  in
his local area, however, he will no t
be c onsidered in thes e natio nal
rankings and he will pr obably not
get better until he experienc es the
national scene. 
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2008 Cliff Keen 2009 Cliff Keen 2009 Cliff Keen 2009 Cliff Keen 
Kickoff Classic Tulsa Nationals Reno Worlds Eastern Worlds 


1st – 7 points 1st – 10 points 1st – 11 points 1st – 5 points 
2nd – 5 points 2nd – 7 points 2nd – 8 points 2nd – 4 points 
3rd – 3 points 3rd – 4 points 3rd – 5 points 3rd – 2 points 
4th – 2 points 4th – 3 points 4th – 4 points 4th – 1 point 
5th – 1 point 5th – 2 points 5th – 3 points 
6th - .5 points 6th – 1 point 6th – 2 points 
OW – 2 points OW – 3 points OW – 4 points OW – 1 point 


In the event of a tie, we use the following criteria from the events in sequence until there is no longer
a tie.
1. Wrestler with the most wins, if still tied;
2. Wrestler with the most falls, if still tied;
3. Wrestler with the most major decisions, if still tied;
4. Wrestler with the most points scored.
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2009 Tulsa Nationals - 12 Under 70 lbs Markus Simmon s (Collinsville, OK) has a cradle locked up on Dant e Rodriguez (Kearney, NE) Simmons decisioned Rodriquez 8-6.
Photo by Jim Curtis.





