WRESTLINGDocumentary.

he toughest part of my

wrestling career wasn't

making weight - it was

making a movie. The four
years I spent working on "PINNED"
tested my perseverance, challenged
my will and, sometimes, threatened
my sanity.

It started as a conversation with my
brother, Patrick, then about to start his
junior year in film school at Ohio
University. He said he would like to
make a documentary.

I told him the time was right for a
wrestling documentary. Having spent
26 years of my life competing, coach-
ing and covering the sport, I thought
it would be interesting to chronicle
the dedication and determination of
today's scholastic wrestlers. Besides,
"Vision Quest" is so old it includes a
cameo by a then up-and-coming
Madonna. America was ready for a
new wrestling movie, and Patrick and
I were the guys to make it.

We attended different high schools
in the Cleveland suburb of Lakewood.
I am a proud graduate of Lakewood
High, the public school. My alma
mater won Ohio's scholastic team title
in 1948 (Go, Rangers!), but it hadn't
won an individual crown since 1959.
Going 50 years without a champion
made Lakewood High a natural
underdog.

Patrick went to nearby St. Edward
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How I Got =

back pomts on Dylan Azmger (Wartburg) Molitor major decisioned Azinger
11-2. Photo by Johnnie Johnson.
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High, a private, Catholic, all-boys school. If Lakewood High
was David, St. Ed was Goliath. The Eagles had dominated
the state wrestling tournament in Ohio for most of the last
30 years. St. Ed had 10 national titles already and has since
added an 11th. It is little wonder that the Rangers' middling
program has struggled to grow in the shadow of the Eagles'
empire.

The wrestlers we chose to focus on personified their pro-
grams. For the Rangers, we had Matt Curley, an unorthodox
scrambler who placed eighth in the state at 125 pounds in
his junior year. I was Matt's coach when he started wrestling
in seventh grade, quickly showing great balance and natural
strength. Despite missing most of that seventh-grade year
with a broken hand, Matt qualified for the junior high state
tournament the next year. He was a natural.

For St. Ed, we followed Lance Palmer, a three-time state
champion who had pinned every opponent at the sectional,
district and state tournament levels in his junior year. That
included Matt Curley, in both the sectional and district
finals. Lance had a polished, aggressive style that featured a
half-nelson bordering on brutal. He had spent his childhood

lifting weights and traveling the country wrestling. He was

a prodigy.

COMING S00N

I won't spoil the ending, but I will tell
you that documentary filmmaking
doesn't cater to a script. We set out to
follow two young men striving for a
goal shared by countless others across
the country, guys who snap on head-
gear in November, hoping to have their
hand raised as a champion at season's
end.

Matt and Lance remain central, but
other characters came into focus. Our
interviews ranged from old wrestlers
reminiscing about takedowns in the
1940s to 4-year-olds with medals hang-
ing nearly to the ground. Former Ohio
State All-American linebacker and first

round NFL draft pick Tom Cousineau
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high schools, and he should know: His father was the
wrestling coach at Lakewood while Cousineau was competing
at St. Edward.

Then, there are the wrestling bears. I didn't know there were
wrestling bears, or that Lance's father, Dwayne, owned them,
but they are in there.

The bear wrestling is interesting, but what I think makes
"PINNED" a must-see is its compelling depiction of the sport's
complex contradictions. Fathers give their sons no option
other than to be champions. Mothers fret helplessly as their
sons cut weight. Some wrestlers face competition for a pre-

cious varsity spot each day, while others go weeks without

serious challenge in the room or a match.

It's the sweetness of victory and the bitterness of defeat.
Opportunity versus destiny.

It is wrestling.

If you appreciate this timeless sport, whether as competitor,
coach, parent or fan, you will want to get "PINNED."

"Pinned" premiered this year at the Big Sky Documentary
Film Festival in Missoula, Montana. It was selected for feature
screening at the Cleveland International Film Festival in late
March and is submitted for entry at several other festivals. Go
to www.pinnedmovie.com for more details.

.

CLASSIFIED ADS

WRESTLING - A BOY’S FIRST BOOK - Read this age - appropriate story to your little guy and teach him, in a structured but enjoyable
way, the lessons that every good wrestler needs to know. Particulars @drwkbauer.com.

MENTAL TRAINING PRODUCTS: The Championship Training Log - Includes self-assessment tests, goal-setting, technique log, opponent
scouting sheets, strength log and more! (Clinics available www.Session6wrestling.com. for info.) Mental Training CD Set - Over 3 hours of pos-
itive affirmations from Coach Mike Clayton & Dr. Zinsser.

MEAN GENE MILLS TECHNIQUE DVD'S-3 New DVD's- Short Offense Takedowns, Clinch Takedowns and Top Turns with Mean Gene.
Purchase 8 and get the 9th one free! 35 each or all 9 for $280. Check out Gene's Pin2win Camp info and Genetube at www.genemills.com.
Contact Gene at pin2win @ genemills.com or 315 652-7922.

CUSTOM KNIT HATS - Your lettering knitted into hat, Matman, Cliff Keen, Lifeline Gyms, Custom T’s, and more. Visit our website at
www.OutWestEnt.com. Fax: (541) 349 - 9095. 1510 Sylvan St. Eugene, OR 97403.

The PREDICAMENT WRESTLING SCOREBOOK by Phil Henning. THE BEST WRESTLING SCOREBOOK. Order direct from us,
the Predicament manufacturer, or from your sporting goods salesman. Updated each year with the new rule changes. Used by over 4600 schools
last season. Details and current prices at www.predicamentwrestlingscorebook.com.

CHAMPION WRESTLING STATS 5.0 (New Version) Wrestling’s best since 1984. Tracks individual and team statistics. Individual, team,
query, newspaper, category leader reports, graphs, pictures, labels and more. All features are user - defined. Includes Matside Entry. New option-
al Matside and Seeding Meeting Palm Pilot modules available. Windows 95 and higher $69.95 Preferred Educational Software, 221 Rivers
Edge Drive, Cherry Valley, IL 61016 www.pes - sports.com Toll Free (888) 959 - 2016/FAX (815) 332 - 1639.

THE WRESTLING TOURNEY 7.0 (New version) Manages 4 - 8 - 12 - 16 - 24 - 32 - 48 - 64 man brackets including Round Robin. Open
and Team formats. Many consolation formats included. Unlimited number of wrestlers, teams, names and weight classes. Manual and automat-
ic seeding. View brackets as you seed! Prints brackets, bout cards, rosters, teams scores and more, Completely user - defined and editable. Import
wrestlers from Excel files. Windows 95 and higher $129.95 Preferred Educational Software, 221 Rivers Edge Drive, Cherry Valley, IL 61016
www.pes - sports.com Toll Free (888) 959 - 2016/FAX (815) 332 - 1639.

WRESTLE UNDER THE LIGHT: The Space Age Matlamp, $725 plus $75 for shipping. Hoist kits are available. Contact: Dave Adams,130
Candice Circle, Medford, OR 97504. Phone (541) 772-6742, Fax (541) 245-3878. Web site: www.matlamp.com.

HOW WILL YOU GET BETTER FASTER THIS SEASON? Check out the #1 selling wrestling videos in the country at millswrestling.com.
From drills, youth, the new Deadly Weapons & How To Build a Championship Program featuring Mills, Gable, Brands, Borelli.

millswrestling.com.

RATE: 40 WORDS IN 2 CONSECUTIVE ISSUES FOR $50
Wrestling USA Magazine, 109 Apple House Lane, Missoula, MT 59802
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