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Fresno State Wrestling makes its return to the NCAA
Championships
3/15/2018 | Wrestling

CLEVELAND - Fresno State Wrestling made its long-anticipated return
to the national stage on Thursday competing at the 2018 NCAA
Championships for the first time since 2006 as redshirt sophomore 149-
pounder Khristian Olivas and freshman heavyweight AJ Nevills
represented the Bulldogs at Quicken Loans Arena.

"It was a neat thing for the sport," said head coach Troy Steiner on the
Bulldogs return to the NCAA Championships. "Obviously, for Fresno
State it is big, but it's big for the sport as well.

After an 11-year hiatus, Olivas was the first Bulldog to don his Bulldog
red and white singlet squaring off in the first round with fellow Big 12
opponent and No. 9 national seed Max Thomsen of Northern Iowa.

Jumping out to an early 4-2 lead with a takedown and a two-point near
fall, Olivas was unable to hold off the returning All-American for UNI as
Thomsen answered back with seven straight points in the second
period to take a 9-4 lead. Starting the third period on bottom, Olivas
was able to escape to cut the deficit to four, but it was not enough as
Thomsen went on for a 13-5 victory.

Nevills also took on a former All-American in the first round in No. 4
national seed Jacob Kasper of Duke. The Bulldog was able to hold his
own through the first two periods only trailing 1-0 entering the third, but
Kasper proved to be too much as he was able to turn Nevills for the fall
in 6:31.

Moving onto the evening session, both Bulldogs had opportunities to
continue their runs at the NCAA Championships in the consolation
bracket. Olivas got the 'Dogs started with a matchup against a familiar
foe in Oklahoma's Davion Jeffries as it was the pair's third meeting this
season. Splitting the first two matches, this one was went the way of
the 'Dogs as Olivas came away with a hard-fought 11-9 victory.

Olivas stays alive in the consolation bracket moving onto Friday
morning's Session III where he will take on No. 7 seed Ryan Deakin of
Northwestern.

Finally, Nevills saw his outstanding freshman campaign come to a close
with a 8-4 loss to William Miller of Edinboro. The Clovis native finishes
his season with a 28-10 overall record while leading the 'Dogs with 11
falls.

2018 NCAA Wrestling Championships Results
149 lbs. - Khristian Olivas, RSo. (27-8 overall record)
First Round: No. 9 seed Max Thomson (Northern Iowa) maj. dec.
Olivas (FS), 13-5
Consolation First Round: Olivas (FS) dec. Davion Jeffries
(Oklahoma), 11-9

Friday Morning (8 AM PT) - Consolation Second Round: No. 7 seed
Ryan Deakin (Northwestern)

285 lbs. - AJ Nevills, Fr. (28-10 overall record)
First Round: No. 4 seed Jacob Kasper (Duke) wins by fall over Nevills
(FS), 6:31
Consolation First Round: William Miller (Edinboro) dec. Nevills (FS),
8-4

"Just the Ticket to Build Our Community" - The Bulldog Scholarship
Fund gives Bulldog alumni, fans and friends the opportunity to support
Fresno State Athletics and the student-athletes who inspire them. For
information about how you can support the Bulldog Scholarship Fund,
please visit www.bulldogscholarshipfund.com or call 559-278-7160.
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