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Story Link
2021 EIWA Academic Award Recipents
 
Hempstead, NY - The Eastern Intercollegiate Wrestling Association (EIWA) has announced the
Academic Achievement Award recipients for the 2021 season. 10 members of the Hofstra
wrestling team were selected to receive an Academic Award, the conference announced. The 10
Hofstra honorees are the most of any EIWA member institution to receive EIWA Academic
Achievement Awards

Graduate student Greg Gaxiola, redshirt seniors Garrett Lambert, Ricky Stamm and Vinny Vespa,
senior Charles Small, redshirt junior Zachary Knighton-Ward, juniors Holden Heller, Trey
Rogers and Dylan Ryder, and redshirt freshman Ross McFarland were all honored for their
academic and athletic achievements during the 2021 season of Hofstra wrestling.

The EIWA Academic Achievement Awards are presented to conference wrestlers who have
achieved a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.2 and have competed in the EIWA
Championships, or achieved a cumulative GPA of 3.0 and qualified for the NCAA Championships
through the EIWA Tournament. Seven of Hofstra's EIWA honorees achieved GPAs of 3.2 or higher
and competed in the EIWA Tournament, while three earned a cumulative GPA of 3.0 and qualified
for the NCAA Championships.

A graduate transfer out of Clovis, California, Gaxiola qualified for the NCAA Championships with
a fourth-place finish in the 149-pound bracket at the EIWA Championships, and he finished the
year with six wins, including two wins at the NCAA Championships. Gaxiola earned a 3.0
cumulative GPA and is in the sustainability graduate program at Hofstra.

Coming to Hofstra from Riverwoods, Illinois, Heller finished the season at 8-2 and was the 157-
pound champion at the EIWA Championships, directly qualifying him for the NCAA
Championships, where he went 0-2. Heller carries a 3.61 cumulative GPA as a finance major.

A Rosedale, New York native, Knighton-Ward qualified for the NCAA Championships after taking
third in the 185-pound bracket at the EIWA Championships. At the NCAA Championships,
Knighton-Ward went 1-2, and finished his year with an 8-5 record. Knighton-Ward holds a 3.0
cumulative GPA and is a criminology major.

Lambert, a native of Strongsville, Ohio, placed fourth in the 133-pound bracket at the EIWA
Championships, narrowly missing out on NCAA Championships qualification. Lambert finished
his senior season with four wins, all against conference opponents. Lambert holds a 3.56
cumulative GPA with a major in marketing.

In his first year as the 174-pound starter, McFarland went 4-1 and finished eighth in the EIWA
Championships. The Pennellville, New York-native holds a 3.52 cumulative GPA as a physical
education major.

A junior from Hastings, Minnesota, Rogers ended the season 7-5 after qualifying for the NCAA
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A junior from Hastings, Minnesota, Rogers ended the season 7-5 after qualifying for the NCAA
Championships as a fifth-place finisher at the EIWA Championships. Rogers went 1-2 in the 197-
pound bracket at the NCAA Championships. As a pre-medical studies major, Rogers holds a
cumulative GPA of 3.91.

Ryder went 5-2 on the year as the 125-pound starter for the Pride, and the junior finished fifth at
the EIWA Championships. A native of Dix Hills, New York, Ryder maintains a cumulative GPA of
3.56 with a major in management.

Coming to the Pride from Bradenton, Florida, Small qualified for the NCAA Championships after
taking third in the 184-pound bracket at the EIWA Championships. Small would go 1-2 at the
NCAA Championships, with an overtime upset win of the ten-seed in the bracket. Small possesses
a 3.24 cumulative as a criminology major.

A Levittown, New York-native, Stamm qualified for his second consecutive NCAA
Championships after taking fifth in the 165-pound bracket at the EIWA Championships. Stamm
went 1-2 at this year's NCAA Championships. As a history major, Stamm maintains a cumulative
GPA of 3.01.

Vespa, a native of Monroe, New York, won four matches at 141-pounds in 2021 and qualified for
the NCAA Championships with a fifth-place finish at the EIWA Championships. Vespa holds a
3.46 cumulative GPA as a physical education & health major.

59 student-athletes across the 10 member institutions that competed during the 2021 season
received EIWA Academic Achievement Awards.
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