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NCAA Session 2 Recap: Suriano, Van Brill Advance to
Championship Quarterfinals

Scarlet Knights put two in championship quarterfinal bouts for
second consecutive year as all six advance to Friday

 
Updated Brackets | | Photo Gallery | ESPN3 Link | WRSU (88.7 FM) | Live Results:

TrackWrestling.com
 
CLEVELAND (March 15, 2018) – No. 4 Nick Suriano (125) pinned No. 13 Zeke Moisey (West
Virginia) and No. 15 John Van Brill (157) earned revenge in his rematch with Kennedy Monday (North
Carolina) as both advanced to the quarterfinals of the 2018 NCAA Championships Thursday night in
Cleveland.  

All six Scarlet Knights are still alive after the first day of the tournament. No. 6 Richie Lewis (165) and
No. 14 Nicholas Gravina (184) both dropped their second-round bouts Thursday night to fall back to
the wrestlebacks after opening NCAA’s with wins, while Scott DelVecchio (133) and Eleazar
DeLuca (149) moved on in the consolation brackets with wins during the night session.

Suriano and Van Brill are now one win away from locking up All-America accolades, as both wrestle
Friday afternoon for spots in the championship semifinals. The Scarlet Knights have now advanced two
grapplers to championship quarterfinal bouts in each of the last two seasons, as Anthony Ashnault
and Ken Theobold made appearances en route to All-America status last year in St. Louis. 

Team Score: 11th Place (14.0 Points)
Session I Attendance: 18,660
Session II Attendance: 18,680
Total Attendance: 37,340

“It was a great day for us with all six guys advancing and two advancing on the front side,” said head
coach Scott Goodale. “I’m proud of the way DeLuca and DelVecchio fought back. We’re in the top-10



coach Scott Goodale. “I’m proud of the way DeLuca and DelVecchio fought back. We’re in the top-10
right now and we’re doing it scoring bonus points. We have to get our weight off and be ready to go
tomorrow. Friday is another grueling day in this sport and we’re excited for it.”
 
In a rematch from Midlands, where Suriano worked a 6-0 decision on Moisey, the sophomore wasted
no time in securing his second win of the day. Suriano landed a takedown 15 seconds into the match,
cut Moisey loose and then drove his opponent back down for two. Suriano then caught Moisey in the
cradle for the fall at the end of the period.
 
The pin concluded a statement day for Suriano, who worked a 17-0 (4:45) tech fall over JR Wert
(Rider) during the morning session. The Bergan Catholic product is now a perfect 23-0 this season with
eight tech falls, five major decisions and three pins.
 
Suriano faces No. 12 Louie Hayes (Virginia) in the 125-pound quarterfinal bout, with the winner
advancing to Friday’s semifinal. Suriano defeated Hayes back in November at the Journeymen Duals,
earning an 8-1 decision over the Cavalier in their lone matchup this year.
 
In Van Brill’s rematch with Monday, who majored him back in January at the RAC, the redshirt junior
also came out aggressive. After Monday was the first to score, Van Brill countered with an escape and
a takedown late in period one. With both tied, 3-3, as the opening period was about to end, Van Brill
landed the four-point near fall for a 7-3 advantage after the first three minutes. Monday would continue
to battle, but Van Brill was able to hang on for the 10-7 decision.
 
Van Brill now faces No. 7 Micah Jordan (Ohio State) in his quarterfinal bout. Van Brill dropped an 11-5
decision to Jordan back in January during RU’s home dual against the Buckeyes.
 
Gravina and Lewis both wrestled ranked foes in their second-round matchups. Gravina dropped a
close 3-2 decision to No. 3 Ryan Preisch (Lehigh), with Preisch needing a last-second takedown for the
win. Lewis fell to No. 11 Isaiah White (Nebraska), 3-1, in sudden victory.
 
After dropping their morning matches, DeLuca and DelVecchio wrestled hard in their consolation bouts.
Needing to win two to stay alive, DeLuca notched a 3-2 decision over Kyle Springer (Eastern Michigan)
in his consolation pigtail, and then used takedowns in the first and second periods to fend off Sam
Turner (Wyoming), 5-3.
 
DelVecchio wrestled Mason Pengilly (Stanford) in his consolation first-round match. The senior With
DelVecchio leading, 3-1, after two, Pengilly collected a takedown to tie the score at three all. But
DelVecchio countered with an escape, takedown and reversal in the final two minutes for the 8-4 result.
 
DeLuca will face No. 2 Brandon Sorensen (Iowa) while DeLuca gets No. 13 Bryan Lantry (Buffalo) in
the consolation second round. DeLuca is 0-2 against Sorensen this season, while Lantry produced a
last-second 4-3 decision over DelVecchio at Midlands.
 
Session III will begin Friday at 11 a.m., with the quarterfinal bouts televised on ESPNU. ESPN3 will
stream all eight mats during the afternoon session.
 
125 Pounds: No. 4 Nick Suriano (2-0)
Round                                            Opponent (School)                                                          Result
Opening Round                            JR Wert (Rider)                                             W-TF, 17-0 (4:45)
Second Round                              No. 13 Zeke Moisey (West Virginia)                 W-Fall (2:58)
Quarterfinals                                No. 12 Louie Hayes (Virginia)                    Friday, 11 a.m. ET
 
133 Pounds: Scott DelVecchio (1-1)
Round                                            Opponent (School)                                                          Result
Opening Round                            No. 14 Korbin Myers (Edinboro)                                 L-D, 4-0
Consolation First Round             Mason Pengilly (Stanford)                                         W-D, 8-4
Consolation Second Round        No. 13 Bryan Lantry (Buffalo)                    Friday, 11 a.m. ET
 



 
149 Pounds: Eleazar DeLuca (2-1)
Round                                            Opponent (School)                                                          Result
Pigtail                                             Steve Bleise (Minnesota)                                                 L, 5-3
Consolation Pigtail                       Kyle Springer (Eastern Michigan)                             W-D, 3-2
Consolation First Round             Sam Turner (Wyoming)                                              W-D, 5-3
Consolation Second Round        No. 2 Brandon Sorensen (Iowa)                Friday, 11 a.m. ET               
 
157 Pounds: No. 15 John Van Brill (2-0)
Round                                            Opponent (School)                                                          Result
Opening Round                            Alex Klucker (Lock Haven)                                  W-Fall (4:21)
Second Round                              Kennedy Monday (North Carolina)                        W-D, 10-7
Quarterfinal                                  No. 7 Micah Jordan (Ohio State)               Friday, 11 a.m. ET
 
165 Pounds: No. 6 Richie Lewis (1-1)
Round                                            Opponent (School)                                                          Result
Opening Round                            Quentin Perez (Campbell)                                   W-MD, 14-5
Second Round                              No. 11 Isaiah White (Nebraska)                              L-SV1, 3-1
Consolation Second Round        Keilan Torres (Northern Colorado)           Friday, 11 a.m. ET
 
184 Pounds: No. 14 Nicholas Gravina (1-1)
Round                                            Opponent (School)                                                          Result
Opening Round                            Christian LaFragola (Brown)                                      W-D, 6-0
Second Round                              No. 3 Ryan Preisch (Lehigh)                                         L-D, 3-1
Consolation Second Round        Joe Heyob (Penn)                                         Friday, 11 a.m. ET

Follow Rutgers Athletics on Facebook (www.facebook.com/RutgersAthletics) and Twitter
(@RUAthletics) for all of the latest news and updates. For specific updates regarding Rutgers
wrestling, follow the program on Twitter (@RUWrestling) and Instagram (@RUWrestling). Fans can
receive timely information, including special offers and giveaways throughout the year on our social
media outlets along with www.ScarletKnights.com.
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