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Trio of Wolverines ranked on first Coaches' Panel Ranking
1/24/2020 | Wrestling

INDIANAPOLIS - The NCAA released the first of four coaches' panel
rankings for the 2019-20 wrestling season on Friday and a total of three
Utah Valley University grapplers made the cut. The final rankings will be
one of the criteria used as part of the selection process to determine
qualifiers and seeding for the 2020 NCAA Division I Wrestling
Championships that will be held March 19-21 at U.S. Bank Stadium in
Minneapolis. 

Brothers Tanner Orndorff (197 pounds) and Tate Orndorff
(heavyweight), as well as 133-pounder Taylor LaMont all appeared in
the first NCAA Coaches' Panel Rankings for the Wolverines. The
sophomore heavyweight Tate Orndorff leads the way by being ranked
seventh in his weight class, while senior Tanner Orndorff is 20th at 197
pounds, and LaMont is 21st at 133. All three UVU grapplers have
previously wrestled at the NCAA Championships and the senior Tanner
Orndorff fronts the group by being a three-time NCAA qualifier, while
both Tate Orndorff and LaMont have each previously wrestled once at
the NCAA Championships. 

The heavyweight Tate Orndorff also leads the Wolverines in the win
column on the season, as he currently holds a 12-2 record. Tanner
Orndorff is next with an 8-6 clip, while LaMont is 7-5.

Senior 174-pounder Kimball Bastian, who is currently ranked as high as
ninth nationally in both the TrackWrestling and WIN Magazine polls,
was not selected to the first coaches' panel ranking as he's been
sidelined for the past six weeks with an injury. 

The first two rankings (Jan. 24/Feb. 13) are used primarily for
educational purposes to promote the selection criteria to coaches,
student-athletes, media and fans. The third ranking (Feb. 27) will be the
ranking that will be used by the NCAA Wrestling Committee to assist in
determining the advance allocations to each qualifying tournament. The
final ranking following conference tournaments will be used to provide
the most accurate and up-to-date rankings to the committee as an
important element of the selection criteria during the in-person selection
meeting.

Wrestlers in each weight class will be measured by winning
percentage, rating percentage index (RPI) and coaches' rankings to
earn allocation spots for their qualifying tournaments for the
championships. 

The above criteria, in addition to head-to-head competition, quality
wins, results against common opponents and qualifying tournament
placement are all part of the evaluation process for selection and
seeding the committee uses for the NCAA Division I Wrestling
Championships.

The Wolverines will continue dual competition by welcoming No. 22
Stanford of the Pac-12 Conference to town on Friday at 7 p.m. at
Lockhart Arena. Following Friday's non-conference contest, UVU will
return to Big 12 action on Sunday at 2 p.m. against the Wyoming
Cowboys at Green River High School in Green River, Wyoming. 

UTAH VALLEY'S RANKED WRESTLERS ON FIRST NCAA
COACHES' PANEL RANKING
133 - Taylor LaMont, 21st
197 - Tanner Orndorff, 20th
285 - Tate Orndorff, 7th
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285 - Tate Orndorff, 7th
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