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Bears Fans, Friends, and Alumni,

Our Bears finished the 2021-2022 season this weekend with the NCAA Championships in Detroit.  While we didnt
quite reach our ultimate goals for the season, I am very proud of these young men and all that they have accomplished
this year.

At 125lbs, Jace Koelzer went 1-2 on the weekend.  As is the case sometimes, Jace fell victim to catching his opponent
from Princeton who ultimately ended up as a finalist in round one.  On the backside, Jace picked up a hard-fought win
over his University of Virginia opponent before being eliminated by fellow Big 12 foe from Oklahoma.  This was Jaces
first time at the NCAA Championships and I believe he is taking away some great knowledge and enthusiasm heading
into this offseason.  Jace will be back!

At 141lbs, Andrew Alirez went 3-2 on the weekend falling just short of All-American honors.  After a first-round win,
Andrew dropped his second-round match in Overtime #2 losing in ultimate tie breaker criteria (5 seconds of riding
time).  This was not Andrews best match as I know he is much better than his opponent; however, like Koelzer, this
was Andrews first time at the NCAA Championships and many times it takes those real live situations to know just how
on you need to be for every match.  On the backside, Andrew cruised past some very tough opponents before falling in
the All-American round.  It breaks my heart to see Andrew crushed by such a tough loss, however, I know he will be
better because of it and like Koelzer, will be back!

At 197lbs, 4-time NCAA Qualifier Alan Clothier dropped his opening round match to eventual finalist Warner from
Iowa.  On the backside, Alan dropped a match to another Big-12 opponent to end his career as a Bear.  While I know
Alan wanted to go out reaching the pinnacle of the sport and becoming an All-American, I am very proud of him and all
he has done as a Bear.  He ends his wrestling career with a lot to be proud of and we will miss him greatly.  Alan has
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he has done as a Bear.  He ends his wrestling career with a lot to be proud of and we will miss him greatly.  Alan has
done so much for this program and helping us take those necessary next steps.

These student-athletes have a lot to be proud of this season as we continue to accomplish many new firsts on every
step of this journey.  I stand beside these young men very proud knowing that we continue to head in the right direction
and know we have a great group returning next season.  If you are anything like me, the time it takes to build
something special is painstaking.  As they say, Rome was not built in a day and I will sleep well tonight knowing that
we are heading in the right direction and we are close to making the University of Northern Colorado, a staple in
college wrestling.  A big thank you to my hardworking staff for all the work they put into these student-athletes.  This
job is a grind and without them, we have nothing.  Lastly, a big thank you to all of you whom support us both vocally
and financially.  It takes an army and without you, we are nothing.  Thank you!

GO BEARS!
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