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ditor’s Note: This is the first year
for the Wrestling USA Magazine
Club Coach of the Year Award.
After receiving, for the first time,

nominations (for Coach and Assistant Coach
of the Year) that were not high school coach-
es, we decided that there are hundreds of
coaches out there who deserve recognition.
They are the coaches who make significant
contributions to young wrestlers and the
sport of wrestling through clubs, spring and
summer programs, and camps. They can
have a huge impact on young wrestlers and
the sport in general.  We applaud their
efforts!-Cal  

Coaches have the power to influ-
ence the course of young athletes’ lives.
One never knows how a single word or
isolated action will impact a young
man’s future.  It is an awesome responsi-
bility.

It seems that STAN CHAMBERS of
Cary, North Carolina, understands that
responsibility.  J. Wesley Knight of the
Cary Wrestling Club summarizes it this
way: "From five year old tots to eighteen
year old high school seniors, his love for
these kids and their success is quite evi-
dent.  He gives so much of himself for
these kids.  He not only teaches them to
be very skilled wrestlers and athletes, but
he also teaches them to be quality people.
He demands much from his wrestlers,
from great grades and self-respect to dis-
cipline and work ethic.  He produces
champions on the mat and off."

Chambers has done just about every-
thing there is to do in an attempt to help
kids participate.  He has coached middle
school wrestling and football, and cur-
rently helps with the high school
wrestling team.  According to Cary High
School Head Coach Jerry Winterton, all

of these positions have been on a volun-
teer basis with no monetary reward.
Chambers does it because kids need an
opportunity to participate.

Stan is not a school employee.  He
works the graveyard shift at his job in
order to free himself up to work with
kids.  He helps with the high school pro-
gram from 2:30-5:30, and then begins his
duties as head coach of Cary Wrestling
Club.  He then goes to work, getting off
between 7:00 and 8:00 a.m., and starts the
cycle all over again.

Chambers has served as North
Carolina State AAU Chairperson for the
past two years.  He finds the time to take
his club kids to competitions all over the
nation.  He has also been instrumental in
bringing several national tournaments to
North Carolina, and for bringing in out-
standing clinicians such as Wade Schalles
and Alexis Vila.  

Stan’s competitive and coaching
expertise in the sport of wrestling are

both exemplary, but they are only sec-
ondary to the effects he has had on lives.
The twenty-one letters of support for his
nomination came from medical doctors,
Naval Academy graduates, and other
successful people who give Chambers
credit for helping them on their road to
success.  In one such letter supporter
Dianne Davis says, "He is an exceptional
coach as well as an awesome wrestler.  I
also see him through the eyes of a moth-
er. He has been there for my son.  The
lessons he taught him in the gym have
stayed with him in his personal life.  I
know he will always be a presence in my
son’s life and for that I am grateful.  It is
comforting to know that there will
always be someone other than yourself
for your child to rely on."

And finally, here are the feelings of
Anthony Dunbar, who prepared Stan’s
nomination: "He has helped myself and
others through many rough and tragic
times in our lives and kept us on track.  If
it were not for Stan Chambers I really do
not know where I would be today. I real-
ly cannot describe how much Stan has
done for me and many others.  He is the
most selfless person I have ever met."
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1st Runner-up
Chris Owens
Boise, ID
Nominated by Cliff Laughlin

Honorable Mention
Norman Osteen
Hendersonville, NC
Nominated by Rick Watts

      


