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ditor’s Note:  
The Wrestling USA
Magzine’s “Best of the Year”
awards have recognized the
best in high school wrestling

for over thirty years.  One requirement is
that the candidates are nominated for the
honor.  In some cases two outstanding peo-
ple are nominated in the same year and both
have outstanding credentials.  2010 is such
a year.  – Cal

Jim Morgan, of Baylor School in
Chattanooga, Tennessee, has reached a
level of excellence few can match.  He
has successfully coached at the junior
high, high school, and college level for
over fifty years.  Because of his commit-
ment and success he has been honored
numerous times on the local, state and
national levels.  He has been inducted
into three Halls-of-Fame, including the
inaugural class of the Tennessee
Chapter of the National Wrestling Hall
of Fame in 1996.

In 2010 Morgan won his 15th state
championship.  It came with a dramatic
one point win, 220-219, over second
place McCallie in the Division II
Individual State Tournament.  The
Raiders crowned six state champions
and won the title with a championship
at 285.  Under his guidance Baylor

School has won nine individual and six
dual state tournament titles.  He has
crowned 60 individual state champions
and his teams have won 539 dual meets
in 25 years.  2004 graduate Jordan Leen
won the 2008 NCAA Division I title at
157 lbs. for Cornell.

In addition to coaching, Jim found
time to serve as tournament director for
the Tennessee state wrestling tourna-
ment for 25 years.  He returned to high
school wrestling after sixteen years as
coach at the University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga.  His record there included
over 200 dual wins and 3rd and 2nd

places in the NCAA D-II champi-
onships.

Jim Morgan has served as a mentor
and inspiration to countless young
men and women in sports and the
classroom for 50 years.  Says Luther
Killian, who nominated him, “He has
been a dynamic icon for the sport of
wrestling, and although retiring, will
continue to serve as a mentor to
coaches and wrestlers wise enough to
seek his advice and counsel.”

RUNNER-UP
Mike Leck

North Freemont HS

Ashton, Idaho

Nominated by Todd Cady
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